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Hymns That Dr. Lambie Taught Me 


A testimony to the value of true Christian poetry 





S A new missionary I had been 

in Addis Ababa three days and 

everything looked promising; 
that is, until I attended my first inter- 
mission prayer meeting. Dr. T. A. 
Lambie, then field director of the Sudan 
Interior Mission work in Ethiopia, was 
about to start the meeting, 

While I waited for the service to be- 
gin, I leafed through the hymnbook 
which was strange to me. It was called 
“Hymns of Consecration and Faith,” and 
was printed in England. Occasionally 
I recognized a hymn, but most of them 
were unknown to me, and the book had 
the words only. The larger book that 
Dr. Lambie held looked as though it 
might have music in it. 

I began to feel resentment about hav- 
ing to sing hymns I didn’t know from 
a book without music. My resentment 
increased when Dr, Lambie announced 
an unfamiliar hymn. (He could have 
chosen one of the few familiar ones!) 
He sang the hymn as though he; en- 
joyed it. I sat back and silently en- 
joyed my resentment. 

Dr. Lambie announced a_ second 
hymrét It was a hymn I knew. I re- 
laxed a little. The little folding organ 
began to play. It wasn’t playing the 
tune I had always associated with the 


hymn. I could have sung it, but I 
‘wouldn’t. I closed my hymnbook in a 
shéw of independence. I yielded a 


ittle when the congregation sang a 
ymn both words and music of which 
I knew. ° 

Not many meetings later I found my- 
self singing the British songs with some 
interest. The second month of my stay 
in Addis Ababa had not gone far ~when 
I recognized the first stages of capitu- 
lation. The leader of an informal meet- 
ing @sked for tuvdcites. I promptly re- 
quested a number. The words had 
begun to grip me and the tune, too. 
The hymn seemed to help me express 
my spiritual aspirations in a way not 
possible in the hymns I had been accus- 
tomed to singing. I sang with real 
appreciation Tersteegen’s hymn: 

Thou sweet beloved will of God, 

My anchor ground, my fortress hill, 

My spirit’s silent, fair abode, 

In Thee I hide me, and am still. 

I had wanted the people to sing 
“When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder” 
or “Wonderful Words of Life” in those 
early meetings in Addis Ababa. But 
the new hymns I was learning seemed 
to satisfy a need I hadn’t known existed, 

A trace of emotion worked its way 
up from deep down inside me, I 
couldn’t remember feeling emotional in 


the singing of a hymn. But it was a 
different kind of hymn: 

Within this place of certain good 

Love evermore expands her wings, 

Or nestling in Thy perfect choice, 

Abides content with what it brings. 

Many of the lovely songs I had grown 
up on had never really challenged me. 
There was a sort of challenge in “I'll 
Go Where You Want Me to Go,” but 
another verse of that first beloved 
hymn of Addis Ababa gripped me more: 

Oh lightest burden, sweetest yoke! 

It lifts, it bears my happy soul; 
It giveth wings to this poor heart; 
My freedom is Thy grand control. 

Of course! His control is real free- 
dom. And it embraces “I'll go where 
you want me to go,” and says it with 
greater beauty of expression and depth 
of meaning. 

My resentment disappeared as I came 
fully to appreciate Dr, Lambie and the 
hymns he chose. In Sunday school we 
had expressed our joy by singing “There 
Is Sunshine in My Soul Today.” Dr. 
Lambie taught us to sing Bernard of 
Clairvaux’s hymn: 

Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts, 

Thou Fount of life, Thou Light of men. 


From the best bliss that earth imparts 
We turn unfilled to Thee again. 


Thy truth unchanged hath ever stood; 
Thou savest those that on Thee call; 
To them that seek Thee, Thou art good, 
To them that find Thee, all in all. 

My “conversion” had been a rather 
sudden one, but there had been some 
background. I had come to love many 
of the “old hymns of the church” at 
home in the First Presbyterian Church 
in Tacoma, and that love had increased 
as we sang from a hymnal at Wheaton 
College chapel services. The hymns I 
came to know during my missionary 


* days with the Sudan Interior Mission 


did much to round out my appreciation 
of inspiring hymns. I came to love the 
devotional hymns of Tersteegen, Ma- 
dame Guyon, Samuel Rutherford, and 
many others. 

As I sat at our little folding organ 
in the African evening, wistfulness 
would sweep over me as I tried to pick 
out the tune while singing Madame 
Guyon’s ‘hymn: 

My Lord, how full of sweet content \ 

I pass my years of banishment! 

Where’er I dwell, I dwell with Thee, 

In Heaven, in earth, or on the sea. 

To me remains nor place nor: time; 

My country is in ev'ry clime: 

I can be calm and free from care 

On: any shore, since God is there. 

While place we seek, or place we shun, 

The soul finds happiness in none; 

But with my God to guide our way. 

‘Tis equal joy, to go or stay. 


By MALCOLM FORSBERG 


We had been banished from our 
homeland in order to take the Gospel 
to Africa. But we had found content- 
ment. God was there with us. 

Years passed. With increasing re- 
sponsibilities for us in the Mission came 
pressures and anxieties. But release 
and rest came and with them G, Wade 
Robinson’s hymn: 

Heaven above is softer blue, 

Earth around is sweeter green! 

Something lives in every hue — 

Christless eyes have never seen: 

Birds with gladder song o’erflow, 

Flowers with deeper beauties shine, 
Since I know, as now I know, 
I am His, and He is mine. 

There were times of deep distress, 
too. There were two wars to live 
through with the daily fears and uncer- 
tainties they brought. This same hymn 
brought comfort then, too: 

His forever, only His; 

Who the Lord and me shall part? 

Ah, with what a rest of bliss, 

Christ can fill the loving heart! 

Heaven and earth may fade and flee, 

Firstborn light in gloom decline; 

But while God and I shall be, 

I am His, and He is mine. 

When I urged Africans to receive 
Christ as Saviour, I often tried to ana- 
lyze just what an African could expect 
from Him. What had I found? What 
had I sought? Joy? Peace? What 
kind of peace? All these questions had 
their answer in the first verse of F. 
Brook’s hymn: 

My goal is God Himself, not joy nor peace, 

Nor even blessing, but Himself, my God; 

"Tis His to lead me there, not mine, but 

His— 


“At any cost, dear Lord, by any road!” 


The Italian invasion of Ethiopia in 
1935 cut short our work there and we 
moved to a new work in the Sudan. I 
often led the meetings in our chapel 
in Khartoum. One day while visiting 
some missionaries of another mission in 
the South Sudan, I was reminded of one 
of those meetings. “We had just re- 
turned from Egypt,” the lady said. “Our 
baby had been born there and had died. 
We were heavy hearted as we passed 
through Khartoum on our way back to 
our station. In Khartoum we attended 
one of your Sunday night services, You 
sang: 

God holds the key of all unknown, 

And I am glad; 
If other hands should hold the key, 
Or if He trusted it to me, 
I might be s&d. 
“They were just the words we needed 
in our sorrow,” she concluded. 
Singing from Sankey’s hymnbook, 
(Continued on page 725) 
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The Master Musician 
By Ruby Weyburn Bussell 


ATHER, my skilless fingers play 
Disharmonies upon the keys 
Of life. I do not know the way 
To make the melodies that please. 


I know the song is there. I feel 
The surge of music deep as pain, 

But oh, what subtle discords steal 
Into that lofty strain! 


Dear teacher of my childhood, take 
My fingers as they strike the chords. 

Resolve the discords that they make, 
Who hast the music and the words. 


we 
lil. “Looking Unto Jesus” 


One of the secrets of a life of vic- 
tory and peace is to look away from 
ourselves up to the Saviour. He has 
paid the penalty of our past sins and 
His grace is sufficient for present temp- 
tations. A rather striking, Scriptural 
illustration of this principle is the fact 
that in Romans seven, that chapter 


which delineates a saved soul’s strug- 
gles, the pronoun “I” is used thirty- 
three times (in the King James Ver- 
sion); while in the eighth, a chapter of 
victory, it is used only twice and the 


Spirit is mentioned nineteen times. 
Again from the old book mentioned pre- 
viously comes this comforting medita- 
tion: “Ah! when we return night after 
night to our room—the home of our 
truest being, and feel too sick-hearted 
with daily vanities to lift up even a 
sigh to the Physician of our souls, what 
depression of spirit! what longings to 
escape from every surrounding! Day 
after day we have prayed ere we went 
forth unto the world, that the thoughts 
of our hearts might be sanctified and 
our steps upheld in the narrow way, 
and yet how often when at night we 
call ourselves to account, do we have 
to record broken resolves, unholy 
thoughts, words and deeds! At such 
times we shrink from prayer—it seems 
like a mockery of holiness. But let 
us not, oh! let us not deprive ourselves 
of the only remaining help! There is 
no degree of sin or folly that can make 
it wrong for us to cry out—‘Lord, ‘if 
thou wilt thou canst make me clean!’ 





He can—oh! entreat that He will, and 
do not for a moment doubt that He 
can bring us back to peace. Can the 
Saviour withhold His pity, His aid, His 
prevailing love, from one of his flock 
who humbly cries to Him for succor? 
Even Jonah, who had not the fullness 
of promise granted to us, said, after his 
act of direct disobedience, I am casi 
out of thy sight; yet I will look again 
toward thy holy temple.’ We can look 
unto Jesus, the propitiation for our 
sins, ‘the same yesterday and to day, 
and for ever.’ The most sin-stricken 
heart may look to Him and be saved. 
He alone discovers by what a complete 
tissue of vanity, guilt, and evil influ- 
ence the Devil ensnares us, and makes 
our weakness both the veil and the in- 
strument of sin. He who knows all, yet 
loves us better than He knows [i.e., in 
spite of the failings He sees in us], still 
tenderly regards our prostrate souls, 
and may yet find a way for their es- 
cape.” He Himself is the way of escape! 


A Hymn Writer's Bible Study 


a ik MIGHT well be asked what 
was the great secret of my dear 
sister’s influence,” wrote Miss 
E. M. Habershon in a little volume 
about her, sister, the hymn writer, Ada 
R, Habershon. She continued: “Why 
was her life such a channel of bless- 
img to other lives in all parts of the 
world? The answer may be threefold. 
Her love for the Word of God; her 
faith in the power of prayer; and above 
all her devotion to the Person of the 
Lord and the hope of His coming.” 
Though many may not be familiar 
today with Miss Habershon’s name, yet 
she was better known a generation ago, 
for she wrote many fine hymns and 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Speaking to yourselves in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in 

















your heart to the Lord” (Eph. 
5:19). 











helpful books on Bible study. In “Alex. 
ander’s Hymns, Number 3,” (1915) there 
are twenty-five by this writer. Some 
of her well-known hymns are: “Oh; 
What a Change!” “Go Home and Tell”; 
“My Sins Are Forgiven”; “Is He Yours?” 
“He Will Hold Me Fast”; “Bearing His 
Cross,” and “No Burdens Yonder.” It 
was while she lay ill in 1901 that she 
began to write poetry. Sometime after 
this, referring to the Torrey-Alexander 
mission in England, she wrote: 

“Mr. Alexander came one Sunday 
morning to sing and speak to the poor 
tramps at Gray’s Yard. As I walked 
down to the meeting I was thinking 
of the ‘Glory Song’ and wishing that 
there were a verse in the present tense. 
We have not to wait, we may begin 
to enjoy the glory even now. During 
the meeting I jotted down and passed 
to Mrs. Alexander these lines: 

When by the gift of His infinite grace, 

I rene redeemed ones by faith take my 

piace, 


Even down here, as I look on His face, 
This very moment is glory for me, 


heading it, ‘The Glory Song in the 
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present tense. It’s too long to wait.’ 

“It was a few days after this, on Good 
Friday, April 21, 1905, that Mr. Alex- 
ander asked me to write some hymns 
and songs for him, and I replied that 
I could not write to order, but that I 
would pray about it, and if the Lord 
gave me anything he should have it. 
Not many hours after, I began my first 
hymn for him, fuggested by Dr. Tor- 
rey’s address that evening; by April 
22, 1906, I had supplied him with two 
hundred hymns.” 

Not only was Miss Habershon well 
acquainted with Dr. R. A. Torrey and 
Charles M. Alexander, but also C. H. 
Spurgeon and D. L. Moody. “It would 
be quite impossible to measure,” she 
wrote, “how much I owe to those two 
men of God, D, L. Moody and C. H. 
Spurgeon, and I feel it amongst the 
greatest honours of my life to have been 
privileged to know them and to num- 
ber them amongst my friends. I have 
often delighted in comparing and con- 
trasting them, for though so different, 
there were many points in which these 
two, who were probably the greatest 
soul-winners of the nineteenth century, 
resembled one another.” She was in- 
vited by Mr. Moody to come over to 
speak at the conferences at Northfield, 
Mass. (then so happy, fruitful, and true 
to the Word), and this she did several 
times. She was also taken by Dr. Torrey 
to the Moody Institute to attend some 
of his Bible classes on Ephesians and 
to speak. She said: “I had Bible read- 
ings on many subjects, mostly typical, 
such as ‘The Priests and Levites: A 
Type of the Church,’ on which I had 
brought out a small book just before 
leaving England. It was strange at the 
mothers’ meeting connected with the 
Moody Church, of which Dr. Torrey 
was pastor, to find myself addressing 
black women as well as white.” An- 
other of her illustrious friends was Sir 
Robert Anderson, writer of numerous 
books in defense of the Scriptures. 

It may surprise some to read how she 
marked a Bible for D. L. Moody. “Be- 
fore Mr. Moody left England he ordered 
an interleaved Bible to be sent to me, 
and I began at once to enter the jottings 
which I already had in my Bible and 
to collect others from various sources. 
It was not till the beginning of ’95, 
after spending much happy labour upon 
it, that I felt ready to return the Bible 
to Mr. Moody, and I then wrote to ask 
him how I should send it. I told him 
of the many who had lent me notes, 
or whose Bibles I had borrowed—Col- 
one] Puget, T. S. Henry, R. Mahony, and 
others. Mr. Moody’s reply was as fol- 
lows: ‘How can I thank you enough 
for your great help! May the Lord 
reward you ten thousand fold is my 
earnest prayer. I want the book at 


once; I am to have a great many stu- 
dents soon at Northfield, and it will be 
a wonderful help to them. Can you 
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not bring it over and give some lec- 
tures? . . . I will have someone to meet 
you at New York’ or do it myself.’” 

Speaking of the three reasons for 
Miss Habershon’s success, the sister 
wrote: 

“Her attitude to the Word of God was 
the theme of all others that occupied 
her mind, and many hours were spent 
in its study, in searching for hidden 
treasures and in gathering fresh spoil, 
as she herself loved to call it. It was 
a great joy to her to compare notes 
with many servants of the Lord who 
constantly visited the home, and to give 
out to them and to others some of the 
Bible nuggets which had so enriched 
her own heart. She had a wonderful 
gift of expressing herself clearly, and 
was able quickly to grasp a thought 
given out by others. Her counsel and 
advice were constantly sought after. A 
very retentive memory was a great 
help to her, and the Holy Spirit Him- 
self was her Teacher and Guide. Her 
Bible was well worn, and many are 
the notes and jottings in the margin 
which she had carefully inserted ... 

“The treasures that she had found 
were not kept to herself. It was always 
her delight to share them, and she 
learned to pass them on by giving Bible 
readings, addressing mothers’ meetings, 
young women’s Bible classes, speaking 
to the poor girls at the Lock Hospital, 
and by her pen. It might truly be said 
that her pen was the pen of a ready 
writer, never seeming to lose an oppor- 
tunity, and her pen being at the Mas- 
ter’s disposal, He used it for His mes- 
sages.” 

The sketch of Miss Habershon’s life 


(Continued on page 736) 








Notes on Open Letters 
More About Abraham's Visitors 


In Tue SuNDAY ScHOOL Trm_Es of Au- 
gust 3, 1957, under’ “Notes on Open Let- 
ters” answer was made to the inquiry 
of a California reader as to the identity 
of the three who visited Abraham just 
prior to the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, as recorded in Genesis 18. 
An interesting confirmatory letter has 
now come from the Rev. Arthur Petrie, 
Th.D., of Bible Training School, Seattle, 
whose writings are well known to 
TIMEs readers. 

Dr. Petrie’s letter contains some side- 
lights on the Hebrew text that should 
be helpful mot only to the original in- 
quirer but to other readers as well. It 
reads: 

In reference to your good answer 
about “Abraham’s Three Visitors” in 
THe Sunpay Scuoot Trmes for Au- 
gust 3: I wonder if a confirmatory 
word would bé appreciated by your 
readers, ° 

To show how necessary your an- 


September 21, 1957 


swer was: only a day or so after it 
appeared in the paper, a visitor to my 
home, a leader in a church here, asked 
me if the three “men” did not mean 
the Trinity—the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit! 

The Revised Standard Version is 
not a help to one reading Genesis 
18:2, 3. It puts the word “lord,” instead 
of “Lord,” and instead of the word “thy” 
it puts the word “your,” the passage 
reading in the R.S.V.: “My lord, if I 
have found favor in your sight, do 
not pass from your servant”! By that 
the translators reveal that they did 
not believe the person to whom Abra- 
ham spoke was Jehovah, or the deity. 
No wonder some readers of that ver- 
sion would ‘not understand! 

Now my Hebrew Bible is really 
clear on the matter, and, even though 
it does have the word “Adonai” in 
the Hebrew text, it has a star, an 


(Continued on page 737) 








The Picture on the Cover 





HE cover on this Music Number of. 


THE SunDAY ScHOOoL TIMES shows 
the Singing Tower in The Mountain 
Lake Sanctuary, Lake Wales, Florida. 
The Tower and Sanctuary were created 
through the generosity of Edward W. 
Bok in memory of his grandparents, 
and were dedicated and presented for 
visitation to the American people by 
Calvin Coolidge, President of the United 
States, on February 1, 1929. 

Installed in the Tower are the Sanc- 
tuary Bells, one of the largest carillons 
ever cast, consisting of 71 bells with a 
range of four and one-half octaves. 
These bells play no electronic or re- 
corded music, but are activated by a 
system of levers connected with the 
manuals and pedals of the clavier. An- 
ton Brees, acknowledged as the world’s 
Master Carillonneur, is Bell Master of 
the Sanctuary Bells. 

Now, for the first time, an additional 
colorful voice has been added to the 
Singing Tower. It is the “Carillon 
Americana,” designed and built by 
Schulmerich Carillons, Inc., of Sellers- 
ville, Pa. and it will permit year 
round and more frequent recitals, which 
were not possible with the manually 
operated playing of the great cast bell 
carillon. It is an electro-mechanical 
instrument consisting of a 61-bell caril- 
lon, a 61-note electric harp, and a 61- 
note celesta. It is played from either 
of two five-octave keyboards in its own 
console, and in addition 32-bass bells 
will be played from a standard pedal 
board. It will be possible not only to 
use each instrument of “Carillon Amer- 
icana” individually, but many tonal ef- 
fects can be secured, through various 
combinations. A means of playing the 
“Carillon Americana” automatically by 
means of perforated plastic rolls pre- 
pared in advance by the Bell Master 
has also been provided, 
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Lesson for October-6 


Hymns That Dr. Lambie Taught 
(Continued from second page) 
“Golden Bells,” “Hymns of Consecration 
and Faith,” and “studying” my own 
copy of the “Westminster Hymnal” did 
not prepare me for the enjoyment of 
some of the church music I was to hear 
when on furlough. True, in many churches 
there was good music. But in other 
churches and conferences much of it 
was light and seemed more for enter- 

tainment than edification. 

Disappointing was the attempt to pla- 
cate youth with choruses and songs 
some of which were meaningless. My 
own early African experience had 
proved to me that young people can 
appreciate solid hymns if given the op- 
portunity to learn them. How I longed 
to see them given the opportunity! 

On a later furlough we were greeted 
with numerous soloists singing a song 
about the stars. It was hard to listen 
to because I had memorized, through 
much singing: 

The spacious firmament on high, 

And all the blue ethereal sky, 

And spangled heav'’ns, a shining frame 

Their great Original proclaim. 

Th’ unwearied sun, from day to day, 

Does his Creator’s power display, 

And publishes to every land 

The work of an Almighty Hand. 

It appeared that some people had writ- 
ten songs; others had written poetry 
which they or others had set to music. 
Some people liked to worship through 
hymns; others liked to be entertained, 

In Khartoum I have tried to follow 
in Dr. Lambie’s footsteps, In the serv- 
ices I can see young missionaries wince 
as I announce an unknown hymn. Re- 
membering my own unhappy experi- 
ence, I try to mix the unknown with 
well-known songs. It is gratifying 
when, after the disappointment has dis- 
appeared, one of the dear young mis- 
sionaries comes to me and says, “To- 
night will you sing number 387?” I 
look at the hymn and write down the 


number. Then during the service we 
sing it: 
It passeth knowledge, that dear love of 
Thine, 


My Jesus, Saviour; yet this soul of mine 

Would of Thy love, in all its breadth and 

length, 

Its height and depth, its everlasting 

strength, 

Know more and more. P 

Sometimes I pull my hymnal out of 
the bookcase so that I can spend half 
an hour, and often more, reading fa- 
miliar, and some unfamiliar hymns. 
They never take the place of Bible 
reading, but they enrich it, 

But nothing is quite so rich as an 
hour or two or three spent in listening 
to my album of records of Handel’s 
“Messiah.” The music is exquisite and 
the poetry unsurpassed: it is all Scrip- 
ture, 

Hymns of worship and aspiration are 
meaningless if we have not started at 
the beginning with redemption. Few 


‘ 
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hymns tell the story of substitution as 
does Mrs. A, R. Cousin’s hymn to the 
tune “Spohr”: 


O Christ, what burdens bowed Thy head! 
Our load was laid on Thee; 

Thou stoodest in the sinner’s stead, 
Didst bear all ill for me. 

A Victim led, Thy blood was shed; 
Now there’s no load for me. 


Death and the curse were in our cup: 
O Christ, 'twas full for Thee! 3 

But Thou hast drained the last dark drop, 
"Tis empty now for me. 

That bitter cup, love drank it up, 
Now blessing’s draught for me. 


Jehovah lifted up His rod: 
O Christ, it fell on Thee! 

Thou wast sore stricken of Thy God; 
There’s not one stroke for me. 

Thy tears, Thy blood, beneath it flowed; 
Thy bruising healeth me. 


The tempest’s awful voice was heard; 
O Christ, it broke on Thee! 
“Thy open bosgm was my ward, 
It braved the storm for me. 
Thy form was scarred, Thy visage 
marred; 
Now cloudless peace for me. 


Jehovah bade His sword awake— 
O Christ, it woke ‘gainst Thee! 

Thy blood the flaming blade must slake; 
Thy heart its sheath must be. 

All for my sake, my peace to make, 
Now sleeps that sword for me. 


Singing Pretty 
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For me, Lord Jesus, Thou hast died, 
And I have died in Thee; 

Thou'rt risen, my bands are all untied; 
And now Thou liv’st in me: 

When purified, made white, 4nd tried, 

* Thy glory then for me. 


With the passing of the years I learned 
that the hymns I was taught by Dr 
Lambie were not necessarily British. 
Some were’ translations; some were of 
American origin. But in their original 
forms they were poetry and expressed 
the deep feelings of the heart. 

Writers and preachers, distressed by 
the coldness in our churches, give us 
formulas for the restoration of spir- 
ituality to the Body of Christ. Some 
say we need to pray more, others 
preach revival. These are important. 
If with prayer and revival preaching 
there were a return to the singing of 
hymns that have meaning and that are 
poetry, there would follow a return of 
the Lord’s people to spiritual aspira- 
tions and a spiritual walk. And Chris- 
tians will respond and learn to love 
real poetry set to inspirational music 
if they are given the opportunity, 

KHARTOUM, THE SUDAN, 


How the director of a Cherub Choir holds the interest of her children 


VERY Saturday morning, at eleven 

o’clock, forty-three boys and girls 
thunder into the Curwensville (Pa.) 
Methodist Church for the weekly 
Cherub. Choir rehearsal, This same 
scene probably takes place in hundreds 
of churches across the country, but I'm 
not so sure that other directors use the 
same methods that this director uses 
to keep her children interested in choir 
work, 

From the time the choir begins warm- 
ing up their voices with light songs and 
rounds to the time they leave, every 
move is planned to make the rehearsal 
as interesting and entertaining as pos- 
sible. 

Shortly after taking over the choir 
about a year ago, the director discov- 
ered that some of her children couldn’t 
read since they were just starting 
school. She decided to teach the 
monthly anthem by record. This idea 
immediately appealed to the whole 
group, who range in age from five to 
eleven years. By hearing the words 
and music together, over and over, the 
children are soon able to sing the song. 
Only if the month’s anthem is not avail- 
able on record does she retreat to the 
old but reliable method of putting the 
words on a blackboard and having the 
children sing along with the piano. 

“We don’t practice the straight hour 


By LILLIAN WRIGHT 


through,” the director says. “I realize 
the attention span of children is short, 
so I break up the monotony of practic- 
ing with light bending and stretching 
exercises.” (If I hadn’t known better, 
the calm, matter-of-fact way in which 
she said this might have fooled me. 
Actually she found out about this rest- 
lessness of children the hard way—by 
experience.) 

Another device to let off steam at 
break time, which is one of the chil- 
dren's favorites, is a game they made 
up called the “gorilla walk,” played 
quietly in follow-the-leader fashion, 
Occasionally, after walking around in 
this game with arms swinging and 
backs bent, the children are served 
doughnuts or cookies as a special treat. 

However, the children just don’t get 
by with singing and playing games: 
The director confesses she is far from 
being a professional musician, but, she 
explains, “I try to give the children 
some musical instruction, such as how 
to count notes, and how to follow a 
beat, and the motions for singing loudly 
or softly. By doing this I believe they 
gain a better appreciation of what they 
are singing.” 

When the director discovered that her 
choir was capable of singing two-part 
harmony, she began writing second 
parts to some of the more simple hymns 
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in the children’s books. One such song 
that worked out beautifully was “Fair- 
est Lord Jesus.” 

Incidentally, children who have trou- 
ble carrying a tune are used very effec- 
tively in speaking parts. This was done 
with the song, “Bless This House,” when 
a little girl spoke the verses while the 
choir hummed the tune softly in the 
background. 

The idea of allowing children who 
are taking piano lessons to take turns 
playing a one-finger accompaniment on 
the organ was tried very successfully 
at the choir’s last appearance, and, ac- 
cording to the director, they only went 
“just a little bit flat.” 

This experiment seemed to have a 
twofold effect. It not only provided 
novelty for the choir and congregation, 
but also served to stimulate interest in 
music. The child who was chosen to 
play the organ this first time was 
pleased in a gruff, boyish way. Some- 
time later in the week, his piano teacher 
reported that after telling her about 
his experience with the organ, he grudg- 
ingly admitted that “maybe some good 
will come out of these piano lessons 
after all.” 

A few innovations on the administra- 
tive side of being a choir director have 
also been developed. To keep track of all 
the boys and girls a card file is main- 
tained in which is listed each child's 
full name; address, father’s name ‘(for 
mailing purposes), phone number, age, 
and grade in school. 

It has also been found helpful to keep 
a scrapbook containing information on 
what is done each month—the hymns 
and special music sung, what books 
they are in, and a copy of the church 
bulletin. 

Similarly, each child is encouraged 
to keep a notebook at home containing 
all the mimeographed copies of the an- 
thems and responses sung in church, 

To reward the children for their co- 
operation at rehearsals, a wiener roast 
is given in the spring of the year, and 
at Christmas, with the assistance of the 
mothers of the choir members, a party 
is arranged in the church basement. At 
this time each member is given a for- 
mal group photograph of the choir. 

All this extra effort to keep the chil- 
dren interested results in better singing 
when the Cherub Choir makes its 
monthly appearance at the church serv- 
ice, and it develops in the young mem- 
bers an appreciation of the part music 
has in worship that it is hoped will stay 
with them through life. 

But one step further is undertaken to 
interest the parents in their children’s 
choir activities. In the fall, before re- 


hearsals begin, the director starts her 
campaign. Letters are sent to each par- 
ent asking their help in encouraging 
the children to be regular and prompt 
Especially on Mother’s 


in attendance. 
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Day, Father’s Day, Christmas, and 
Easter, parents are urged to attend 
church. For instance, before Father’s 
Day of this year, each child took home 
to his dad a personal invitation to come 
to church. The invitations, on which 
the information was typed, were cut 
from construction paper in the form of 
bow ties. 

But over and above these devices to 
keep the choir members interested, the 
effort is made to impress the children 


Intercession at the Piano 
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with the fact that they should be will- 
ing to give their talents to: God, what- 
ever the talents are, and to develop a 
sense of respect and reverence in the 
church. 

So it is with these various influences, 
Christian and musical, tempered with 
plain old-fashioned fun, that the chil- 
dren, in their turn, reward the director 
with faithful attendance, Saturday after 
Saturday, at her Cherub Choir practice. 


UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa, 


As music and memory are joined in a profitable prayer time 


HE would have the whole evening 
to herself, and she planned to spend 
it in prayer and praise. It wasn’t often 
she had a time when she would be 
sure to be free from interruption, and 
she was looking forward to it. After 


her simple supper, she knelt down be- 


side the open fire and began to thank 
her Lord for His mercies. 

But she had reckoned without the 
stillness and the open fire. She had 
worked outdoors al] day, putting her 
garden to bed for the winter, and now 
—well, the spirit was willing, yea, 
eager, but the flesh was weak! She 
dozed for a moment, then tried again 
to pray. 

After she found herself drifting off 
for the third time, she rose from her 
knees. She knew a way to keep awake, 
yes, and pray, too. She sat down at 
her piano. Though not an accomplished 
musician, she did know and love her 
hymns, and God had blessed her with 
a good memory; she could pass from 
one hymn to another without looking 
at a hymnbook. And so many of the 
hymns were associated, for her, with 
people she knew, who had loved and 
sung them. 

“Down at the cross where my Sav- 
iour died”—back at camp meeting, 
years ago, one of the men had sung it 
with apparent hearty enjoyment. Buthe 
was not saved, and had resisted the efforts 
of every worker who had tried to win 
him for the Lord. She never heard 
the hymn now without offering an ear- 
nest prayer for the man. His wife was a 
devoted Christian; perhaps her prayers 
had been answered by now. But the 
pianist didn’t know. 

“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine”— 
that hymn somehow brought back mem- 
ories of a little boy who had been a 
playmate of hers when they were five 
and six years old. They had made a 
playhouse on a flat rock ledge, and the 
little boy kept humming “This is my 
story, this is my song.” It seemed to 
be all he knew of the hymn. She hadn’t 
seen that boy for years, either; but she 
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knew from some of the folks back in 
the old home town that he had grown 
up willful, wild, indifferent to the claims 
of his Lord. She felt that the Lord 
had kept that childish memory in her 
mind for a purpose; it was so long ago. 
So she always had prayed for that play- 
mate when she heard that hymn. 

“There is power in the blood”—the 
pastor who had loved that hymn’ was 
dead now, but she could pray for his 
wife, and for his children and grand- 
children. As far as she knew, they 
were all doing well. She asked a bless- 
ing on them. Then she remembered 
another man who had liked it, and 
played it until his piano fairly shouted 
with it. He was a successful pastor in a 
distant state now. She prayed for his 
work. 

‘Majestic sweetness sits enthroned 
upon the Saviour’s brow’—the pastor 
who had loved that was dead, too. But 
his wife and his three sons were living, 
and at least one of the boys was now 


- a preacher. She prayed for the family. 
“Saved . by His pow’r divine, 
Saved . . . to new life sublime! Life 


now is sweet and my joy is complete, 
for I’m. saved, saved, saved!”—that 
hymn always reminded her of a young 
woman who had attended a summer 
conference and returned to give her 
report to the Sunday school. The 
hymn had been the theme song of the 
conference, and the young delegate was 
fairly glowing with it as she gave her 
repdért, telling how often and how joy- 
ously they had sung it. Sorrow had 
come into her life soon after that. Now, 
years later, she was a widow, with 
grandchildren. The woman at the piano 
prayed for her, though they now lived 
miles apart, and had: not met for years, 
were never intimate, 

On she went, with her music, Some- 
times the hymn-memory came first, and 
reminded her of a person; sometimes 
the person came first, and she played 
some favorite hymn of that one; Many 
of the hymns held memories of her 
mother, who had played them and sung 
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them. Others reminded her of grand- 
parents, uncles, aunts—all gone Home. 
“My hope is built on nothing less 
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness”— 
that one always made her think of a 
visit with her cousins to their grand- 
parents on the other side, not hers. She 
could see in imagination the old home 
place, the corner gate, the flower beds 
edged with white shells, and the swing 
where the three little girls had spent 
long summer afternoons reading story- 
books. One of the books was about an 
old sea-captain who had liked that 
hymn. The old place was gone now, 
and the one remaining member of that 
family lived in an apartment. But she 
could ask a blessing on her, and she 
did, as she softly played the old hymn. 
The first Bible story she’d learned was 
about the two houses, one built on 
solid rock, the other on sand; it had 


' been a favorite Scripture portion of her 


mother’s. Oh, she knew the difference! 
She thanked her Lord for the heritage 
of Christian faith and instruction that 
was hers. 

“The fight is on”’—A boy in Junior 
Epworth League had always wanted to 
sing that—not that he was the pug- 
nacious type. What had become of 
him? She didn’t know, but she could 
offer a prayer for him. Some of the 
other songs they’d used in Epworth 
League came to her mind, and she 
prayed for the young people, now 
grown and scattered, who had liked 
and called for the different ones. One 
of the adult leaders was dead now, 
but the other still lived, and the woman 
at the piano prayed for her, with thank- 
fulness. (At the time she’d taken it 
quite for granted that Miss L. should 
give up the greater part of every Sun- 
day afternoon to walk several blocks 
across town, through dusty summers and 
muddy winters, to meet with a group 
of children!) 

“Holy Bible, book divine”’—she had 
helped with Vacation Bible Sehool 
whenever her church called upon her. 
One year that had been the theme song, 
and she remembered how much one of 
her Junior boys had seemed to love it. 
He was in the army now, in Korea. She 
prayed for his safety and faithfulness 
to his Lord. 

“T’ve seen the lightning flashing, I’ve 
heard the thunder roll”—that was an 
old, old song, “Never Alone.” She could 
remember it being sung at camp meet- 
ing when she was hardly more than a 
baby. She’d always liked it because 
of that association with her earliest 
childhood. Then, one evening a year 
or so ago, in a testimony meeting, a 
friend of hers had spoken of its mean- 
ing to her. Now the pianist played it 
with a prayer for her friend, a nurse 
and an earnest Christian. 

“He leadeth me! O blessed tho’t”— 
she had heard that hymn many times. 
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Now she remembered one outstanding 
occasion, a scene of rejoicing in a little 
country church. A young man about 
twenty had come forward in answer to 
the invitation, and had given his heart 
and life to God. As the pastor an- 
nounced the closing hymn, he said, 
“God has indeed led us this morning.” 
The young man became an evangelistic 
singer, then an ordained minister, She 
prayed for his work. 

“I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that He is able”’—She 
remembered going with her mother to 
a prayer meeting for women, when she 
was about fifteen. That Scripture had 
been read, and so many of the women 
had testified to its power in helping 
them. She loved the musical setting, 
so familiar. And how her present pas- 
tor did love it. He had called for it 
the very first Sunday he came to their 
little church. She prayed for him now, 
as she did whenever he entered the 
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pulpit, earnestly, fervently upholding 
him. , 

It was time for the family to come 
home, but she would remember some 
missionaries. The girl who had sat be- 
side her in chapel at college had gone 
to Africa afterward, with her husband. 
The pianist hadn’t seen them for years, 
but she read a bit about them, now and 
then, in the church’s missionary maga- 
zine. She remembered especially how the 
girl’s voice had sounded in some of the 
Christmas carols. Now it soon would 
be the season for carols again! 

And the star rains its fire while the 

beautiful sing, 

For the manger at Bethlehem cradles a 

King! 

She played the carol with a prayer 
for all her schoolmates on the mission 
field. Then a car drove in, and the 
family had come home. Well, she had 
had her evening of prayer and praise, 
and music, too. Sleepy? No! Not now! 


Mt. JULIET, TENN. 


Fitting the Music to the Message 


How careful planning can increase the effectiveness of the sermon or Bible study 


“T DROPPED in to request two 
hymns—one for Sunday morning 
and the other for Sunday evening serv- 
ice,” the Rev. Mr. White, pastor of our 
church, used to say when visiting our 
choir rehearsals each week. 

This writer had been a member of 
various musical organizations before 
that time. But being a youth who was 
serving mainly for the love of music 
—and because no explanation was 
given for requesting certain hymns—it 
was years afterward before I learned, 
from study, why Mr, White used to 
make such selections. 

Today, experienced directors of 
church and Sunday school music know 
that the sure way to create a harmoni- 
ous atmosphere in any church service 
is to select musical numbers the themes 
of which are similar to the subject and 
theme on which the sermon or sermons 
are based. 

At the first Week of Prayer held for 
children and young people at a certain 
church, the director of music was not 
requested to prepare any musical num- 
bers for the program. During the course 
of the meetings the minister preached 
and talked to many children and young 
people. In addition to sermons on the 
necessity of accepting Christ as Sav- 
iour during one’s early life, some gen- 
eral singing of hymns was done. At 
the end of five evenings, however, no 
one had accepted Christ. 

The next time “A week of prayer” 
was held for the same age group, the 
director of music was asked to arrange 
suitable music for the meetings. Young 
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people in the group were asked to sup- 
ply most of the vocal and instrumental 
solos. In addition, young musicians 
from other churches were used on the 
program. Carefully selected hymns and 
Gospel songs were chosen and sung. 
But before any attempt was made to 
select music for the program, the di- 
rector of music obtained the subject 
of the sermon for each evening of the 
meetings. Solos were also selected 
after the subjects of the sermons were 
known. At these meetings many ac- 
cepted Christ. 

As director of a church choir, I never 
fail to obtain the subject of the pastor's 
sermons and the words of his texts for 
each Sunday service. With that infor- 
mation, fitting solos, choir selections, 
and congregational hymns and Gospel 
songs are chosen, It is not unusual for 
some member of the church, or visitors, 
to comment on the harmony of the serv- 
ices. As for my Sunday school choir 
and the entire Sunday school, each 
number is selected after the subject 
of the lesson for the particular Sunday 
is carefully studied. To keep from us- 
ing the same hymns or songs too often, 
a record of those used is carefully kept. 
And of course, new songs are taught 
the choir and the entire school as often 
as Possible. 

But there are perhaps times when 
the pastor changes his subject. There 
may, also be occasions when a visiting 
speaker alters the pastor’s program. In 
such cases, the visiting minister’s sub- 
ject and text may be obtained in time 
to make changes in musical selection if 
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necessary. But in every case, a director 
of church music should be alert for 
expressions from the preacher during 
Sunday services. When appropriate 
hymns or Gospel songs are used at the 
close of a discourse, they may well 
bring added blessings to the listeners. 

In addition to obtaining harmony of 
spirit in church services, a high. degree 
of interest'may be maintained by using 
new musical numbers, as well as new 
musicians. In particular cases, children 
should be chosen to appear at services 
held for adults. In fact, children and 
young people who have unusual talents 
should be given a great deal to do in 
both the church and the Sunday school. 

The result of timely selection of songs 
for special occasions is most worth- 
while. The following illustration will 
show this. 

Some years ago, when D. L. Moody 
was conducting revival campaigns in this 
country, Ira D. Sankey, the noted Gospel 
singer, not only directed the congrega- 
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tional singing but also sang solos at 
the meetings. One one occasion, a 
mother in Boston asked Mr. Sankey, if 
he should go to California, to look up 
her boy. The singer promised he would. 

Having arrived in the city where the 
boy was living he found the boy, after 
days of searching, in the slums. He 
was asked to attend Mr, Moody’s meet- 
ings, but refused at first. His excuse 
was that he wasn’t worthy. However, 
after a period of persuasion by Mr. 
Sankey, he came to some of the meet- 
ings. 

One evening before singing, Mr. San- 
key remarked, “I know a dear mother 
in the East who is praying for her wan- 
dering boy tonight.” Then he sang, 
with great feeling, “Oh, Where Is My 
Wandering Boy?” The song reached 
the young wanderer’s heart. As a re- 
sult, he made his way to the inquiry 
room where, that night, he accepted 
Christ and started a new and glorious 
life! 

New YOorRK. 


V. Knowing the Will of God 


Four different ways in which it is made known to the Christian 


By the late ROBERT C. McQUILKIN, D.D. 


This is the third part of Dr. McQuilkin’s original chapter on “The 

Christian and Law,” and the fifth installment in the Tres of his larger 

study of eight chapters on “Law and Grace.” The complete work 

may later be published in book form, and if so, announcement will be 
made in the TIMEs. 


OW is that will of God made plain 
in the Scriptures? We can dis- 
tinguish four definite ways in which 
od reveals His will for Christian liv- 
ing. This is not to say that there are 
four different wills but four different 
ways in which that will is made known. 
There are the direct commandments of 
God. All would agree that whatever 
commandments in Old Testament or 
New Testament apply to Christians to- 
day, these are a revelation of God’s 
will for Christians. We have held that 
the moral law of God is unchanged in 
all dispensations, and these direct com- 
mandments of God are God’s Law 
for us. 

We have also noted that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the example of God’s 
will for man. He became man, incar- 
nate in the flesh. He perfectly kept 
the will of God in every point. We 
study His life in the Gospels, and we 
see revealed there the living out of 
God’s direct precepts. . 

There is a third’ way in which th 
will of God is revealed, and that is 
through believers, so far as they are 
walking in the Spirit. Paul, in the 
Spirit, tells Christians to follow him 
even as he follows Christ (1 Cor. 11:1). 
He declares, “The things which ye both 


learned and received and heard and saw 
in me, these things do: and the God 
of peace shall be with you.” This does 
not mean that Paul was sinless as Christ 
was. It does mean that by the grace of 
the Lord the Holy Spirit took the things 
of Christ and revealed them to Paul. 
To that extent Paul and every other 
Christian becomes an example as to 
what it means when we obey the will 
of God. 

There is a fourth way in which this 
standard is revealed. That is in the de- 
scription of the Spirit-controlled life. 
We read, “The fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self- 
control” (Gal. 5:22, 23). This is not put 
in the form of command, nor is it put 
in the form of an example, although 
Paul is an example of that very thing. 
It is put in the form of a description 
of what the Spirit-controlled life is. 
So we read a description of love in the 
thirteenth of First Corinthians. This 
describes the way the Lord Jesus Him- 
self lived. It is a further revelation 


of God’s standard for us. Negatively, 
the description of the works of the flesh 
and also the examples of sin are reve- 
lations of what God’s standard is. 

It will be seen how closely related is 
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the Law of God to all of these forms of 
revelation. God’s Law presents His 
standard. The Lord Jesus Christ was 


the Incarnate Word of God who lived™ 


that out as a human being here on 
earth. The Holy Spirit took the things 
of Christ and revealed them in and 
through Paul and the other believers, 
The difference between Paul and us is 
that the Holy Spirit guided Paul in 
giving testimonies concerning his own 
experience which are to be accepted as 
true. We are not good judges of our 
own spiritual experiences, but when 
the Holy Spirit speaks through Paul 
we know that in these things he is an 
example for us. The power for living 
according to the will of God is the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The Lord 
Jesus lived perfectly by the Holy Spirit. 
One day, when our redemption is com- 
plete and we have a resurrection body 
like Christ’s, all of our words and 
thoughts and deeds will be perfectly 
according to the will of God. They will 
be perfectly controlled by the Holy 
Spirit. Today it is true that all of our 
thoughts and words and deeds fall short 
of that perfection. Yet there is a glo- 
rious message of victory. We have been 
saved by grace through faith, and God’s 
plan is that we should live by grace 
through faith. But we still have our 
fallen human nature. Redemption is 
not complete. So God’s revelation con- 


cerning sin must make clear the pres- 


ent relation of the Christian and sin. 

It is from the Holy Spirit that we 
get power to live. But it is by the 
written Word of God, illumined by the 
Spirit, given to us through our intel- 
ligence, that we learn what the will 
of God is. We are to grow in grace 
and in the knowledge of the Lord Jesus. 
What a treasure we have in His writ- 
ten Word! What a dishonor to God to 
turn away from God’s Law, rather than to 
say with the Psalmist, “Oh how love I 
thy law! It is my meditation all the 
day”! 

If it were not for the Law of God, 
man would never know that he is a 
lost sinner. He would never know what 
sin is. Through the Law he is con- 
victed. He is under condemnation; but 
there is a Saviour. He accepts Christ. 
And now what of the Law? It has no 
terror for him now. But it is just as 
certainly true that the Law of God must 
convict him, as a Christian, of sin. If 
a Christian had nothing to do with the 
Law, it would mean that he has noth- 
ing to do with sin. For through the 
Law comes the knowledge of sin to the 
Christian as well as to the unsaved man. 
When the unsaved man sins he stands 
before God as his Judge. The Judge 
must condemn him. He cannot clear 
the guilty. When the Christian sins he 
stands before God as his Father. He 
is sorry for his sin, he repents, he is 
forgiven. If he is rebellious, there must 


(Continued on page 737) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. OCTOBER 6. PAUL WRITES TO THE CORINTHIANS 
1 Corinthians 1 to 4; printed text, 1:1-3, 10-15, 21-25 
Golden Text.—For | determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.—1 Cor. 2:2 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

1 Cor. 1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ 
through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother, 

2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that 
are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all 
that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, both their’s and our’s: 

3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, 
and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that 
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, 
by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are con- 
tentions among you. 

12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of 


13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were 
ye baptized in the name of Paul? . 

14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus 
and Gaius; 

15 Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own 
name. 

21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wis- 
dom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching to save them that believe. 

22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after 
wisdom: 

23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stum- 
blingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; ‘ 

24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 

25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and 
the weakness of God is stronger than men, 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE Corinth which Paul visited was 
a new city built by Julius Caesar 
in 46 B.C. on the site of the old 
Corinth which had been utterly des- 
troyed by a Roman General, Lucius 
Mummius, a century before. The new 
city had quickly leapt forward to a 
place of leadership among the world’s 
centers, and in Paul’s day its port of 
Cenchrea was as busy as any port on 
the Mediterranean. Corinth was a weal- 
thy city and used its wealth to put on 
an air of culture, setting itself up as 
a rival to Athens, whose learning and 
refinement were universally recognized. 
Beneath the veneer of culture, however, 
Corinth was a cesspool of iniquity. Its 
abandonment to immoral practices made 
it a byword in all Greece. Even the 
term “Corinthian” became synonyn.ous 
with moral degradation. The temple of 
Aphrodite, with all its magnificence, 
supported a thousafid ministers of vice. 
To this city the Apostle Paul came im- 
mediately after his humiliating experi- 
ence in Athens. The journey between 
these two cities was marked by pro- 
found contemplation. They were sol- 
emn miles, as the apostle faced great 
issues and made great'decisions. As he 
himself later told the Corinthians in a 
letter which we Know as 1 Corinthians, 
he came to them “in weakness, and in 
fear, and in much trembling” (2:3). 
Nevertheless he came with a fixed de- 
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termination “not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified” (2:2). The Apostle Paul had 
concluded that whether a city were cul- 
tured or uncultured, learned’ or un- 
learned, rolling in wealth or in dire 
poverty, there was but one message for 
it, that message which is the power of 
God unto salvation, the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. His letters are suffi- 
cient evidence that his conclusion was 
right so far as Corinth was concerned, 
for there a church was established 
which, despite grave weaknesses, was a 
mighty witness to the saving power of 
Jesus Christ. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Cor. 1:1—“Paul . , . apostle... 
through the will of God, and Sosthenes 
..-” Paul is a Roman name, and means 
“small.” Here he affirms his apostle-\ 
ship, which in some quarters was dis- 
puted. See chapter 9, where he defends 
his position. We have no way of know- 
ing whether the Sosthenes of Acts 18: 
17 is the same as here, now converted 
and become a companion of Paul. 


Verse 2.—“Unto the church of God 
at Corinth . . . sanctified in Christ 
Jesus .., saints, with all that in every 
place call upon the name...” The 
Church consists of sanctified, or set 
apart ones, and these are the true saints. 
This Epistle gives lots of evidence that 
saints can be very far from perfect, The 
term “call upon the name” signifies in- 
voking as God. “In every place” sug- 
gests Paul's realization that this Letter 


would have wider use than among the 
Corinthian Christians, 


Verse 3.—“Grace . . . and peace, from 
God our Father, and . . . the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” In true epistolary form Paul 
begins with a greeting. Grace is the 
divine operation for bestowing freely 
upon sinners all the blessings of salva- 
tion, and peace is one of these blessings. 


Verse 10.—*. .. speak the same thing 
. . no divisions among you . . . joined 
together in the same mind...” The 
fact that Paul deals first of all with the 
divisions in the Corinthian church 
shows how seriously he regards these. 
To him they were an evidence of car- 
nality (3:1-4). 
Verse 11—“. . . declared... by them 
. of Chloe, that there are conten- 
tions among you.” Chloe is a woman's 
name, but we know nothing of her be- 
yond this reference. Those who re- 
ported the divisions to Paul were will- 
ing to be quoted. Gossip mongers gen- 
erally add, “but don’t quote-me.” That 
is cowardice. 


Verse 12.—*. .. 1 am of Paul... Apol- 
los ...Cephas .. . Christ.” The divi- 
sion in the Corinthian church revolved 
around personalities—which is gen- 
erally the case. Frequently the person- 
alities involved are seeking a following, 
but it was not so in this case. The 
schisms wert doubtless as much a grief 
to Apollos and Peter (Cephas) as to 
Paul. 


Verse 13.—“Is Christ divided? was 
Paul crucified for you ...?” These are 





730 (10) * 


devastating questions, showing up the 
unreasonableness as well as the shame 
of these divisions. Notice how Paul re- 
pudiates factions which assume his 
name. He is not a Saviour. He is not 
the head of a cult. 


Verse 14—“, . . I baptized none... 
but Crispus and Gaius.” Crispus is 
doubtless the ruler of the synagogue 
mentioned in Acts 18:8. Gaius is called 
“mine host, and of the whole church” 
in Romans 16:23. Apparently the church 
met in his house. 

Verse 15.—“Lest ... I had baptized in 
mine own name.” - Apparently Paul 
made it a general rule not to do the 
baptizing, but left that to other hands, 
just to avoid any misunderstanding. He 
was not out to build his own church. 


Verse 21.—“. . . it pleased God by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe.” The knowledge of God 
is not based on worldly wisdom, but is 
a matter of revelation. The “preach- 
ing,” or rather “the thing preached,” is 
foolishness to the worldly wise, but is 
salvation to those who are simple 
enough to believe. : 


Verse 22.—“. . . the Jews require a 
sign, and the Greeks .. . wisdom.” See 
Matthew 12:38; 16:1; Mark 8:11, 12; John 
2:18. As the Jews looked for super- 
natural signs, so the Greeks, in their 
sophistication, went after subtle argu- 
ment. 

Verse 23.—“. . . Christ crucified, unto 
the Jews a stumblingblock . . . the 
Greeks foolishness.” A crucified Mes- 
siah was repugnant to Jewish thought, 
despite prophetic statements such as 
Isaiah 53, Psalm 22, Zechariah 12, for 
the veil was upon their eyes. The 
sophisticated Greeks were inclined to 
regard the whole idea of a crucified 
Saviour as unthinkable. 


Verse 24.—“But unto them which are 
called ... Christ the power... wisdom 
of God.” The calling here is certainly 
the effectual calling, which always 
issues in salvation. 


Verse 25.—“Because the foolishness of 
God is wiser than men . .«. weakness ... 
stronger than men.” We must take these 
words “foolishness” and “weakness” as 
signifying what unbelieving men see in 
the cross, which actually displays the 
wisdom and power of God. But what 
man regards as foolish and weak in the 
cross of Christ is infinitely wiser and 
mightier than the wisest and most 
powerful that man can produce, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

There is no promise in the Bible that 
we shall find the work of the Lord easy. 
Whether he be an evangelist er a pastor, 
the servant of the Lord will find him- 
self face to face with many difficulties, 
so that he will be utterly cast upon the 
all-sufficient resources of God. 

Paul was both an evangelist and a 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. September 29.—Nehemiah, Patriot 
in Action. 
Nehemiah 1 and 2; 4; 6:15, 16; 13 
Next Week’s Lesson 


2. October 13.—Moral Standards in a 
Church ...... 1 Corinthians 5 and 6; 13 








pastor. In his relationships with Cor- 
inth he was first the one and then the 
other, and in both relationships had his 
problems. As an eyangelist he found 
his difficulty in the varied reactions of 
those to whom he preached the Gospel. 
As elsewhere, he sought to minister the 
Word of Life to the Jews first. He 
found that the Corinthian Jews made 
the same demands upon him as the Pal- 
estinian Jews made upon Christ. “Show 
us a sign,” said the Jews to Jesus again 
and again, and the Jews of the disper- 
sion said the same to Paul. When our 
Lord spoke of His coming death to the 
Jews of Palestine, they stumbled over it. 
This was even true of His little band of 
disciples. They could not conceive of 
a crucified Messiah, although it was 
plainly written in the Scriptures; and 
when Paul preached Christ crucified to 
the Jews of Corinth, it was to them also 
a stumbling block. Then when he 
turned to the Greeks, he found their re- 
action quite as disconcerting. Now the 
Corinthian Greeks aped the Athenian 
Greeks and put on a great show of 
wisdom. Since the Apostle Paul had 
not come to them with wisdom of words 
and subtle arguments, but with a dog- 
matic message of salvation through 
Christ and Him crucified, they regarded 
him as a fool and his message as foolish- 
ness. Nevertheless, there were both 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


ROM what city did Paul proceed -to 

Corinth for his first visit? 

2. Who built the new city of Corinth? 

3. What was the moral condition of 
Corinth? 1 

4. Who was asscciated with Paul in 
the writing of the first Corinthian Let- 
ter? 

5. What report was brought to Paul 
about the conditions of the church in 
Corinth, and who made the report? 

6. Around what names were factions 
formed in the Corinthian church? 

7. How did Paul react to the faction 
which championed him? 

8. What did the Jews demand of Paul 
to support his message? 

9. Where did the Jews of Palestine 
make the same demand of Jesus? 

10. What is referred to in the word 
“preaching” in 1 Corinthians 1:21? 


(Answers on page 736) 
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Jews and Greeks who believed and dis- 
covered with Paul that the message of 
Christ crucified was indeed the message 
of salvation, 

Thus a church was established at 
Corinth; and, while Paul did not remain 
there permanently but continued his 
itinerant labors as an evangelist, he still 
had a pastoral concern for the young 
church at Corinth. It was not long until 
he received reports which greatly dis- 
turbed him. The church at Corinth was 
being broken into factions, and that 
around personalities. One group stood 
for Paul as the founder of the church. 
Another group stood for Apollos who 
had fascinated them with his oratory 
and learning. Another group stood for 
Peter, the great representative of the 
Jewish church and a recognized leader 
in the original apostolic band. Another 
group, with more understanding but 
just as much pride, constituted a Christ 
faction. It was a sad situation, and 
Paul determined to pull himself, at 
least, out of the controversy. Surely 
they could see that Christ was not 
divided. There could be no such phe- 
nomena as Pauline Christians, and 
Apollinarian Christians, and Petrine 
Christians. Paul and Apollos and Ce- 
phas were all, and only, Christians, and 
the Corinthian Christians must stand 
with them in the unity of Christ. They 
must not allow the church, therefore, to 
be broken on the rock of rival person- 
alities, but must learn their unity in 
Christ. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Apostolic greeting (1 Cor. 1:1-3) 
2. Apostolic concern (vs, 10-15) 
3. Apostolic message (vs. 21-25) 


Topics for Development 

Factions. The human tendency to 
break up into factions is seen in every 
department of life,-and not least in the 
sphere of religion. Tragically enough, 
this same tendency has invaded the 
Christian ‘church. The fissures began to 
appear when the church was newly 
born. The New Testament contains 
many exhortations to unity among the 
Saints; but despite that, the divisions 
have multiplied. One thing which will 
effectually end a faction is for it to be 
left without a leader. In fact, factions 
are only possible when there is some- 
one willing to be a leader. The church 
in Corinth was breaking up into factions 
which revolved around personalities. 
Paul found himself involved. Now he 
might have said, “You Corinthians know 
very well that I am the founder of your 
church, and you have no right then to 
follow Apollos or Cephas, but you 
should be united in honoring me, your 
founder.” Not so! Paul determined 
that whatever Apollos or Cephas might 
do, he would have no part in personality 
rivalries. He refused to lend his name 
to a divisive group. He refused a fol- 








ce 
to 
tiv 








Lesson for October 6 


“Was Paul crucified for you?” 
he writes. “Or were ye baptized in the 
name of Paul?” Sheer logic would re- 
quire that the champions of Apollos and 
Cephas would apply the same questions 
to the men whom they were champion- 
ing. By his refusal to lead a faction, 
Paul did more to unify the church than 
all exhortations could have done. 

The Central Theme. “We preach 
Christ crucified,” writes the Apostle 
Paul “to the Corinthians (1:23). That 
was quite,in keeping with the deter- 
mination which he made in coming to 
Corinth, “I determined not to know any- 
thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and 
him crucified” (2:2). 
throbbing heart of Paul’s message, as it 
is the throbbing heart of the Gospel, and 
to put the emphasis anywhere else is to 
vitiate the Gospel. 

In a recent widely publicized article 
the left-wing Neo-Orthodox theologian 
Niebuhr criticized Billy Graham for his 
lack of socia] emphasis. As a matter of 
fact this well-known evangelist, who is 
being so used of God, is amazingly alert 
to the social implications of she Gospel, 
but he knows what his critic does not 
know, that there is more power in the 
Gospel of Christ crucified to change 
social conditions than all the social 
crusades of mere reformers; and it is 
certain that the New York crusade will 
touch more social relationships effec- 
tively than all the social doctrines of the 
Niebuhr school, 


Practical Applications 

The part that Sosthenes had in this 
Letter was no more than moral support, 
yet Paul recognizes him as if he were 
co-author. Do not be slow to recognize 
fellow workers, even at the risk of their 
receiving more credit than their part in 
the work warrants, 

The best way to kill factions is to re- 
fuse to support them. It may be flatter- 
ing to have a following, but it does not 
serve the cause of Christ. 

If you give a report, be willing to 
stand by it. It is cowardice to cover 
yourself with a “don’t quote me.” 

God has not given one Gospel for the 
learned and another Gospel for the un- 
learned, but one Gospel for all, whose 
philosophy will challenge the most bril- 
liant mind, yet whose content is simple 
enough for the most untutored. 


Golden Text 

1 Cor, 2:2.—“*. .. not... any thing... 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 
Know your message and stick to it. 
There is no Saviour but Jesus Christ, 
and no salvation ‘apart from the cross. 
This Gospel will work in any city, and 
in the remote places of the earth, 

ELMuursT, ILL, 
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Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents, 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMNS 
“Tell Me the Old, Old Story” 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Living Hearts” 
“I Hear Thy Welcome Voice” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy Heavenly Father, who hast given 
us Thy Word to make us wise unto sal- 
vation, for this gift we thank Thee and 
especially for our Saviour who is pre- 
sented to us in Thy holy Book. Show 
us the truths of the Gospel as we study 
the passages before us today. Cleanse 
us from all that stains our lives, and 
make us clean in heart and conduct, 
Make plain Thy will for our lives and 
help us to put Thee first in all our plans 
and activities. Bless us in our homes 
and in our daily work, enabling us to 
dwell peaceably and live helpfully. 
Bless our church and Sunday school and 
all others who love Thee sincerely and 
strive to win the lost to Christ. May 
Thy Kingdom come and Thy will be 
done on earth as in Heaven. We com- 
mend to Thy mercy all sick and sorrow- 
ing ones that they may turn to Thee 
and find Thy fe-vor and blessing. Guard 
our land, guide our leaders, and revive 
Thy Church everywhere. These things 
we ask through Christ our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—When in this lesson 
Paul says, “The Jews require a sign,” 
he meant they demanded some striking 
show of God’s power. They knew God 
had worked great miracles to bring 
their forefathers out of Egypt and they 
expected some such show Of power in 
the promised Christ. So they said to 
the Lord Jesus on the cross, “If thou be 
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the Son of God, come down from the 
cross” (Matt, 27:40). They would not be- 
lieve that one dying so shameful a death 
could be their Saviour-King. They de- 
manded a sign-miracle, a display of self- 
rescuing power from Christ, to convince 
them. Then, too, when Paul says, “The 
Greeks seek after wisdom,” he meant 
they wanted high-sounding talk on life 
and conduct to discuss rather than a 
crucified Jewish teacher to follow. 
Paul then says the truth is that all 
who trust the Lord Jesus as their 
Saviour find in Him both the power and 
the wisdom of God. He is the greatest 
expression of God's power—He is God's 
greatest miracle. It took the power of 
God to remain willingly on the cross 
and die for our sins and then to rise 
from the tomb. That was more marvel- 
ous than if He had rescued Himself 
from crucifixion by a miracle. And to 
have Him as our own living, mighty 


* (11) 731 


Saviour is to have the power of God 
changing our hearts and lives. But also, 
He is the wisdom of God to all His 
people. From Him, both in His example 
and His teaching, we learn to live so as 
to bring something of Heaven into life 
on earth. God’s power and wisdom to 
live the Christian life are offered us in 
Christ and become ours as we make 
Him our Saviour, teacher, helper, and 
guide. 
Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Paul... apostle of Jesus Christ...” 
(1 Cor. 1:1).—It is appropriate that Paul 
affirm and emphasize his apostleship at 
the outset of this Epistle, for it was 
questioned by some at Corinth (1 Cor. 
9:1, 2). 

Furthermore, as a divinely chosen and 
empowered apostle he had authority to 
command that the unscriptural condi- 
tions prevailing in that church be cor- 
rected. But he wrote “out of much af- 
fliction and anguish of heart ... with 
many tears,” as well as with apostolic 
authority (2 Cor. 2:4). 

William Kelly helpfully summarizes 
the contents of the Epistle as follows: 
“It deals with the practical conduct of 
the Christian, as well as the public 
walk of the Assembly. It maintains the 
authority of Paul’s ministry as apostle. 
It denounces party spirit. It exposes 
worldly wisdom. It insists upon the 
power of the Spirit. It urges godly 
order both in the Lord's institution of 
the eucharist, and in the use of gifts 
or spiritual manifestations. It com- 
mands’ holy discipline. It reproves 
litigiousness (the practice of going to 
law), above all before the world. It 
presses personal purity; it counsels the 
Saints as to social and family difficulties, 
as to their relations with the heathen, 
as to decorum, privately or publicly, in 
men and women. Finally, it meets their 
speculations as to the future state, and 
shows how an error as to this jeopards 
soundness of faith as to Christ Himself, 
holiness of walk meanwhile, and the 
brightness and strength of the Chris- 
tian’s hope. Nor does it withhold the 
light of God from a matter seemingly 
so trivial as the mode of collection for 
the poor saints, whilst it adjusts also 
the mutual relations of those who might 
visit them.” 


“Grace be unto you, and peace...” 
(1 Cor. 1:3).—Although there was a 
great deal of discord among these sanc- 
tified ones, the apostle did not withhold 
his usual greetings from them, 

They had been saved by grace; and 
grace had enriched them “in all utter- 
ance, and in all knowledge,” so that they 
came behind in no gift, waiting for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; yet 
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they needed more grace. In fact, all 
believers stand in constant need of the 
grace of God. 

At a certain testimony meeting, one 
person after another rose to tell of his 
transformation from a life devoted to 
lawbreaking, drinking, and all manner 
of evil. 

At the climax of the meeting a little 
lady rose and said: “The Lord saved 
me from a life of ease, luxury, and sel- 
fishness, and it took as much grace to 
save me from my easy chair as it did 
to save our brother from the gutter!” 

Regardless of the amount of grace 
required to enable saints to live worthy 
lives, the Lord is saying to each of us, 
“My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness” 
(2 Cor. 12:9). 


“Now I beseech you, brethren. . . that 
ye all speak the same thing .. .” (1 Cor. 
1:10).—Roy L. Laurin, in his book, “Life 
Matures,” relates that in 1877, the cel- 


ebrated musician, Leopold Damrosch or- . 


ganized a music festival in New York. 
For this festival he trained groups of 
singers in such separated places as New 
York, Brooklyn, Newark, Philadelphia, 
and Albany. All. were drilled sep- 
arately to concert perfection; and when 
they came together for the festival, they 
sang im perfect harmony, all because 
they had been drilled by the same 
leader and in the same interpretation. 
Unity may be achieved out of diversity 
if Christians will allow Christ to direct 
their lives to God’s will. When this is 
done, we shall be “perfectly joined to- 
gether in the same mind and in the 
same judgment.” 


“I thank God that I baptized none of 
you, but Crispus and Gaius” (1 Cor, 1: 
14).—It is remarkable that although 
Paul was a baptized believer, he 
thanked God that he baptized none of 
the Corinthians but Crispus, Gaius, and 
the household of Stephanas, 

Baptism was not in the Gospel which 
Christ sent Paul to preach to sinners (v. 
17); but it certainly was in his ministry 
to believers (see Rom. 6:3-5; Gal. 3:27; 
and Col, 2:12). How many disputations 
and divisions the church would have 
been spared if this distinction had been 
observed ever since Paul wrote this 
Letter! 


“_.. save Jesus Christ, and him cruci- 
fied” (1 Cor. 2:2).—Paul was aware of 
the Corinthians’ inordinate affection for 
worldly wisdom. They reveled in phil- 
osophic discussions. Paul determined 
that among them he would know noth- 
ing but the person of Christ in the 
“most repellent aspect”—crucified. He 
was the one they needed—the only one 
who could meet their need. He was not 
going to resort to “tricks of oratory, 
flights of eloquence, or pretensions of 
philosophy” in delivering his message. 

Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, in our lesson text today 

J Paul uses some strange sounding 
terms: “the foolishness of preaching,” 
“the foolishness of God,” “the weakness 
of God,” “Christ crucified .. . a stum- 
bling block”’ (1 Cor. 1:21-25). The Bible 
scholars understand why Paul used 
these terms, but possibly you may not, 
so let us get at their meaning before 
you begin to wonder as you read your 
Bible seriously. In my earlier years 
such expressions puzzled me very much. 
How could God be foolish or weak? 
How could Gospel preaching be foolish 
—and still more perplexing, How could 
the crucifixion of our Lord be “a stum- 
blingblock” to Jews, or Greeks, or any- 
one else? It just did not make sense. 

Well, one explanation I think will 
cover them all. Suppose you are 
warned not to touch a power line blown 
down across the road by a storm; but 
you do not believe the line can be con- 
nected with the current, and you lay 
hold of it to move it out of the way. 
Result: you are electrocuted. And 
that’s the end of you. The warning was 
both wise and kind; it was for your 
good, but you thought it was unfounded. 
It was true, but because you did not be- 
lieve, it proved to be a fatal stumbling 
block. It was your attitude toward it 
that caused it to become your doom. 
Attitude is usually followed by action, 
or non-action, 

When you disregard God’s clearly 
spoken laws and His gracious invitation 
you are treating them as phony—“the 
foolishness of preaching”’—and you do 
that at your peril, 

The Jews regarded the.cross as some- 
thing on which only a criminal could 
be put to death. Therefore they took 
this as an evidence that Christ could not 
be their expected Messiah, as He 
claimed, but that He was a fake. In 
this ignorance and unbelief they woe- 
fully stumbled. Even though their own 
records of God’s Word prophesied in in- 
timate detail the time and manner of 
His coming, His suffering and His death, 
they said the Gospel preaching of Paul 
and the other disciples was foolishness. 
And even though Jesus Himself foretold 
His resurrection which would occur the 
third day after His death, they closed 
their eyes to the indisputable facts and 
tried to disprove it with fabricated sto- 
ries. They said the preaching of such 
a miracle was foolishness—and they 
stumbled. 

So you see Paul used their own atti- 
tude and expressions of unbelief to con- 
demn them. Be careful, fellows, as you 
read your Bible, and do not allow any 
apparently “strange” words to confuse 
or frighten you. Ask the Holy Spirit to 
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guide you in your reading; He will 
make all things clear to you. See John 
15:26 and Psalm 119: 169. 


WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS quarter our lessons will be from 

three of Paul’s Epistles. The Epis- 
tles teach more about conduct than any 
other part of the Bible, so this quarter 
we will memorize the card “Conduct 
Toward Others.” I hope some day each 
of you will be a Sunday school teacher. 
Sunday school teachers need to be able 
to teach verses and hymns, and to tell 
stories well. So this qu&rter and next, 
you girls can take turns doing these 
things. 

Here is a chorus sheet for each of 
you. Let us sing the first song on it 
this morning, “Jesus Bids Us Shine.” 
We need three volunteers: one to lead 
this same song next Sunday, one to 
teach the first verse on our new memory 
card next Sunday, and the third girl 
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Lesson for October 6 


to tell the first story in “The Enemy 
Guest” two weeks from today. Thank 
you, girls. 

Our first eight lessons this quarter 
are from 1 Corinthians. Corinth was 
a big, wealthy seaport in Greece. Acts 
18 tells things that happened there when 
the great Apostle Paul came to that 
city to be their missionary. No one who 
saw him enter Corinth realized what 
a great man he was, nor what a won- 
derful message he was bringing. He 
entered humbly, as a common tent- 
maker. He found a Jewish couple 
there named Priscilla and Aquila, who 
had been banished from Rome because 
of their nationality. As they were tent- 
makers, Paul moved in with them and 
worked in their business, 

Since today’s lesson is called, “Get- 
ting Along Together,” we'll leave the 
rest of the events in Corinth till next 
time, and consider how Paul got along 
with Aquila and Priscilla, with whom 
he lived and worked. When you live 
with people, things are bound to come 
up over which you could quarrel. Do 
you suppose Paul quarreled with Pris- 
cilla and Aquila? (No.) People who 
work together often quarrel about the 
best way to do things, about tke hours 
they put in, and the share of profit 
each gets. Instead of quarreling about 
these things Paul witnessed to Aquila 
and Priscilla by word and by the godly 
way he lived, so that soon both of them 
were won to Christ. They loved Paul 
and served his Lord ever after. Do 
you know how dearly they came to 
love Paul? Turn to Romans 16:3, 4 
and find out. After Paul had lived 
with them and worked with them for 
months, they loved him so much that 
they risked their lives for him. 

Now. read 1 Corinthians 1:10-15. 
This was written about five years after 
Paul finished his work in Corinth. By 
that time there Were many Christians 
there, but, sad to say, they were quar- 
reling. Some members of Chloe's fam- 
ily knew about this and told Paul. 
They did not tell Paul in the spirit of 
gossiping. How do we know? cause 
they did not say, “Do not let th® Cor- 
inthians know who told you.” They 
told Paul because they thought he was 
the only person able to get them to 
stop quarreling, and they were willing 
for the Corinthians to “know that they 
were the ones who told him. 

Here where Paul is rebuking the 
Corinthians for their quarreling, we 
learn the secret of his happy associa- 
tion with Aquila and Priscilla. See if 
you can tell from these verses what 
it was that made Paul so easy to get 
along with. If you read 1 Corinthians 
3:5-7, perhaps you will see it more 
clearly, (He was humble.) Right you 
are! Although Paul was a great man, 
he thought of himself as nothing. Prov- 
erbs 13:1 says, “Only by pride cometh 
contention.” I thought there were lots 
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of causes for quarreling till I read that 
verse. God says the root of all conten- 
tion is pride. And when we analyze 
it, we find as always, that what God 
says is true. The middle letter of pride 
is I, so quarrels start when I do not 
get what I want, when I am not hon- 
ored as much as I think I ought to be, 
and so forth. Paul was not hindered 
by such feelings, for his life was cen- 
tered around what the Lord wanted. 

Our last Scripture this morning is 1 
Corinthians 1:21-25. _Here the apostle 
turns the thoughts of the Corinthians 
away from themselves and their quar- 
rels, away from himself, up to God and 
His Son, their gyeat Saviour. That’s 
the best cure that there is for quar- 
reling. Let us stop thinking about the 
things that annoy us in others, realiz- 
ing that we are nothing ourselves. 
Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 

Look full in His wonderful face; 
And the things of earth will grow strangely 

dim 

In the light of His glory and grace. 

If we do, those who live with us will 
get to love us almost as dearly as 
Aquila and Priscilla loved Paul. 





During the next two quarters we will use 
the Scripture Catechism Card, “Conduct 
Toward Others,” 20c a dozen; the book, ‘“‘The 
Enemy Guest,” 60c; and the accompanying 
chorus sheets, 50c a dozen. If all three helps 
are ordered together from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash., they may be had for $1. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Letter for Us 
(1 Cor. 1:1, 2a [to “Corinth’’], 3:5-9) 


O YOU boys and girls sometimes 
argue about who is the _ best 
teacher}? Do you think your church 
and minister and denomination are bet- 
ter than others? (Teacher may use 
specific names in the community.) 
Long ago the Christians in Corinth 
were arguing over preachers, something 
like this: “Paul is a great missionary. 
Hé first told us about Christ. He started 
the church here. I go by what he 


10-12; 


says.” Others, especially the educated 
people, said: “Oh, he is only a plain 
talker. Think of the eloquent sermons 


And he knows so 
Still others, 


Apollos preached! 
much about the Bible!” 
mostly Jews, argued: “We ought to 
follow Peter, not Paul. Peter lived 
with the Lord Jesus and heard His 
teaching. Peter is a real apostle! But 
this Paul is just a tentmaker. And he 
does not make the foreigners keep all 
the rules God gave us.” Then there 
were some who said, “We are Christ’s 
own.” Perhaps they had heard the very 
words He spoke and followed Him while 
He was on earth. Anyway, they were 
sure they were better Christians than 
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the others. So there were groups or 
cliques in the church, arguing, argu- 
ing, arguing. There were Jews, Ro- 
mans, Greeks, and many foreigners in 
Corinth because it was a great shipping 
port (map), and different groups liked 
different things, 

One day in the Corinth church, meet- 
ing at Gaius’ house, there was great ex- 
citement. Stephanas, Fortunatus, and 
Achaicus were back from Ephesus with 
a long Letter from Paul. Perhaps Eras- 
tus, the city treasurer, read it aloud. 
It began: (read to class 1 Cor, 1:1, 2a). 
Find this Letter of Paul’s, First Corin- 
thians. (Memorizing the names of the 
Pauline Epistles may be a project for 
the quarter.) Was Paul an apostle (a 
missionary sent out by the Lord Jesus) 
as well as Peter? (Tell Paul’s story 
from Acts 22:3-12.) Who was Sos- 
thenes? (Possibly the one in Acts 18: 
12-17.) Whose church is it, Paul’s or 
Apollos’s or Peter’s? “The church of 
God”! Is this Letter for us, too? “With 
all that in every place call upon the 
name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both 
their’s and our’s.” Perhaps, then, we 
can learn what to do about our argu- 
ments! 

(By writing or printing reproduce the 
message in simple words on a strip of 
paper, and roll it for a scroll.) Brothers, 
I beg you in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, agree in what you say, all of 
you. Do not let divisions be among 
you. Be united in mind and thought. 
My brothers, I was told by some in 
Chloe’s family that there are quarrels 
among you. This is what I mean. Each 
of you says, “I am Paul’s man,” or, “I 
am Apollos’s man,” or, “I am Peter’s,” 
or, “I am Christ’s.” What is Apollos? 
What is Paul? Workers through whom 
you came to believe, and each as the 
Lord gave him his work. I planted. 
Apollos watered. But it was God who 
made the plants gow. So then, neither 
the one who plants nor the one who 
waters is anything, but the One who 
makes the plants grow—God! The one 
who plants and the one who waters are 
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equal, but each one will get his own 
pay for his Own work. For we are 
God’s workmen, working together. You 
are God's field. 

All the Christians in our city are a 
great field, the church of God in 
And there are many workers. “For we 
are labourers together with God” (1 
Cor. 3:9, Memory Verse). Our Lord’s 
prayer was—John 17:20, 21. Conversa- 
tion overheard about two church mem- 
bers: “A—— is a Methodist. B—— is 
a Methodist and a Christian.” (Substi- 
tute your own denomination.) Which 
would you want to be? 

(Cures for quarrels—one for each day 
of the week: Prov. 15:1; Matt. 5:9; Rom. 
12:18; 1 Cor. 1:10; 2 Cor. 13:11; Eph. 
4:5, 6; Col. 3:13.) 

Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A Ust of the lessons for the year 1957 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
A Brilliant Chinese Death to Self.— 

For I determined not to know any thing 
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him 
crucified (1 Cor. 2:2, Golden Text). In 
1920, John Sung, son of a Chinese Meth- 
odist pastor, landed in the United States 
to study. In a few years of brilliant 
work he had his doctor’s degree in 
chemistry, and attractive offers came 
his way. But the call of Christ also 
came, and after a period of great spir- 
itual struggle John Sung died to self 
in order to let Christ rule. Soon after- 
ward he had a dream in which he saw 
himself as a corpse in a coffin, dressed 
in college gown and cap, and holding 
his diploma. A voice said, “John Sung 
is dead—dead to the world and to self!” 
Then the corpse began to stir and 
awaken and angels began to weep until 
he called out: “Don’t weep, angels! I 
will remain dead to the world and to 
self.” ter he got home to China his 
father Girged him to take a position in 
a university and help educate his 
younger brothers. He replied, “I can- 
not, for I have dedicated my life to 
the preaching of the Gospel.” Though 
tempting offers came to him, the son 
lived the same life of poverty in the 
service of Christ that his father had 
lived before him. What things were 
gain to him, those he counted loss for 
Christ, and for fifteen years he swept 
like a flame through China and South- 
east Asia in a work that made him 
China’s greatest evangelist. He died in 
his early forties, but left behind thou- 
sands of converts and many revived 
churches through whom God is working 
today.—From Joseph E, Harris, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by M. Irene 
Jury, Glendale, Calif. 
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What Are You Here For?—Called to 
be an apostle ... called to be saints... 
(1 Cor, 1:1, 2). That well-known phi- 
losopher of pessimism, Schopenhauer, 
one day .. . sat slumped on a park 
bench, lost in thought. A _ passing 
policeman, mistaking him for a tramp, 
demanded of him, “Who are you? And 
what are you here for?” Schopenhauer 
slowly replied, “I wish I knew.” The 
Christian is not like that. He does not 
wish he knew. He knows.—From Os- 
wald Riess, in “The Secret of Beautiful 
Liying.” Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 





Samples.—To them that are sanctified 
in Christ Jesus (1 Cor. 1:2). .When a 
salesman goes out to sell, he carries 
samples with him. We as sanctified 
Christians go to others to tell them 
about Jesus. We need to be “samples.” 
They will want to see in us something 
they do not have. Nominal Christians 
cannot do that—From Junior Trails. 


Sent by the Rev. Guru Manickam, 
Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India. Prize 
illustration. 


Balky Church Members.—There are 
contentions among you (1 Cor. 1:11). 
Out on a crowded street was a long line 
of vehicles, most of them with strong, 
willing horses to draw them. There 
were carriages, delivery wagons, great 
trucks, and vehicles of all descriptions, 
but they were all standing still. What 
was the trouble? Why, in the very 
forefront there was a lean, weak little 
horse, attached to a light buggy which 
a child could have drawn. That lean 
little horse was balky. He wouldn’t 
pull a pound, but he succeeded most 
wonderfully in stopping a whole pro- 
cession. Probably every church has at 
least one member who is built on the 
pattern of the balky horse.—From the 
Christian World. Sent by J. A, Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Faith Demonstrated—To save them 
that believe (1 Cor, 1:21). A gentle- 
man was addressing a ragged school in 
London on faith. A little boy could 
not understand, and asked for an ex- 
planation. The gentleman said, “Meet 
me at ten o’clock at King’s Cross.” 
Punctually the boy appeared there. 
“What do you want?” said the gentle- 
man. “You told me to come, sir.” “How 
did you know I would be here?” “I 
didn’t think you'd deceive me, sir.” 
“Well, my boy,” said the gentleman, 
“that’s faith.”"—From Illustrative Notes, 
by Hurlbut. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


The Right Password.—We 
Christ crucified (1 Cor. 1:23). 
the American Civil 


preach 
During 
War a horseman 


found himself confronted by a sentry 
who pointed his gun at him and said, 
“Halt! Who goes there?” 
he replied. 
password.” 


“A friend,” 
“Approach and give the 
“Lincoln,” confidently said 
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the horseman. The sentry said slowly, 
“It is the wrong password, and if I did 
not know you, your life would pay the 
penalty. At the risk of my own life, I 
spare yours. Go back and get the right 
word.” The horseman thanked the sol- 
dier and rode off, returning later with 
the right word, “Massachusetts.” “Pass 
on! All’s well,” was the reply. “I can- 
not pass on,” said the rider, “until I 
have given you a message. At the risk 
of your life you spared mine. Have 
you the right password for Heaven?” 
“Yes, sir, I have.” “What is it?” “Jesus 
Christ, sir.” “Where did you learn 
that?” “In your Sunday school in Penn- 
sylvania, sir.".—From My Pocket Com- 
panion. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Sussex, Eng. 


Where Education Failed.—Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God 
(1 Cor. 1:24). It is said that when the 
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Moravians began their mission in 
Greenland, they found the natives so 
ignorant that they decided to begin by 
educating them. The results were so 
utterly disappointing that they decided 
to leave. While waiting for a vessel, 
one of the missionaries began translat- 
ing a portion of the Gospels, and 
thought he would test his translation 
by reading it. After he had read of 
the sufferings and death of Jesus, there 
was a period of silence. Then the chief 
rose and asked the missionary to read 
it again. When he had finished, the 
chief said: “What you read—is it true? 
You say, ‘It is true’? Then why did 
you not tell us that at first? You must 
not leave us now. We will listen to the 
words of the Man who suffered for us.” 
So the cross conquered where education 
failed. The missionaries remained to 
see much fruit from their labors.—From 
the Evangelical Christian. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OAN and Sandra and Peggy were 

having an argument. (They would 
have said they were fighting!) They 
were good friends usually and had been 
talking about the time each of them 
had been saved. It had all started 
when Joan had declared: “I was saved 
in camp last summer. And I’m glad I 
was saved there, because that’s the best 
place to get saved!” 

Sandra didn’t like that. “I was saved 
in Good News Club at Mrs, Miller’s. 
Nobody in all the world could have 
had a better teacher than she is. I’m 
glad I was saved there. Besides, I think 
that’s the best place to be saved.” 

“I never heard anything so silly!” 
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Peggy cried. “The right place to get 
saved is in church. That’s where I 
asked the Lord Jesus to come into my 
heart and I’m glad. That’s why there 
are churches. And I think if anybody 
is going to get saved he ought to go to 
,church and do it right.” 

Oh, I tell you, those three girls were 
really having an argument! Isn’t that 
a shame? At just that moment, the 
girls’ Sunday schoo] teacher, Miss Dun- 
can, went past them. She smiled her 
beautiful smile which immediately un- 
froze the sour faces of the three argu- 
ing girls. In no time at all, all four of 
them were having a very happy conver- 
sation. Suddenly Peggy blurted, “Miss 
Duncan, where is the best place to get 
saved? Isn’t church the place every- 
body should get saved?” 

“Why, my dear girl! Where did you 
ever get an idea like that? There is 
no ‘best place’ for getting saved. God 
speaks to one person at one place. He 
speaks.to another somewhere else. The 
most important thing is being sure that 
we are saved, Let me tell you about 
something that happened in the long 
ago. 

“Let’s sit down here on the porch 
steps,” Miss Duncan continued. She 
opened her. New Testament (the one 
she always carried in her purse) to the 
first chapter of First Corinthians. She 
explained, “The people who lived in 
Corinth lived in a place that was very 
wicked indeed. Those who were not 
Christians worshiped false, make-be- 
lieve gods. They did many things that 
were wrong. There was lots of drunk- 
enness*in that city. The worst part of 
it all is that the Christians who were 


there were influenced by this. Imagine‘ 
that! In the first place we are told that. 


there were divisions among the Chris- 
tians (v. 10).” Taking a piece of paper 
from her New Testament—a paper that 
had a lot of notés on it, the girls could 
see—Miss Duncan tore it in half, Then 
she tore it again. (Teacher will do this 
please.) “In other words the Christians 
_ were arguing and they argued so much 
that they were separated just as these 
pieces of paper are. God meant for 
Christians to have fellowship with each 
other and to be united as one. But such 
was not the case. The Corinthian 


Christians were carnal, we are told.- 


That is, they were like the world. They 
were not like the Lord Jesus to whom 
they belonged. 

“And do you know what, girls? They 
had arguments very much like yours. 
One had said that he had been saved 
by the preaching of Paul. Someone 
else had been saved because of Apollos 
and his teaching. Still another was 
proud because he had been saved 
through the ministry of Cephas, When 
Paul learned about that argument, you 
may be sure that he scolded the Corin- 
thian Christians severely. It is a very 
wrong thing, girls, to be proud about 
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the place where we were saved or the 
person who led us to the Saviour. What 
we should do over and over and over 
again is to thank God for the Lord Jesus 
who saves anyone, anywhere, at any- 
time. 

“Later in his Letter to the Christians 
at Corinth, Paul said, ‘We are labourers 
together with God.’ That means that 
there can be no fighting or arguing or 
being torn apart. If we are going to 
work together with God, we must be 
loving to one another, kind, and ten- 
derhearted. We are going to be work- 
ers together from now on, aren’t we?” 
And they were! 


LANCASTER, Pa, 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 730) 
1. Athens, 
2. Julius Caesar. 


3. Unspeakably corrupt. 
4. Sosthenes (1 Cor, 1:1). 


5. That the church was breaking up — 


into factions. The report came from 
some members of the household of 
Chloe (v. 11). 

6. Paul, Apollos, and Cephas (Peter). 

7. He refused to lend his name to a 
faction (v, 13). 

8. A sign (v. 22). 

9. Matthew 12:38; 16:1; Mark 8:11, 12; 
John 2:18, 

10. The substance of the preaching, 
not its techniques. 


ELMuurst, ILL. 
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A Hymn Writer's Bible Study 
AContinued from page 724) 


tells what prayer meant to her and of 
some of the remarkable answers she 
had. Said her sister, “She had learned 
the blessed secret of going to the Lord 
about everything and the strength and 
encouragement that came from rolling 
the burden of the work upon Him.” 

“It has already been said that my dear 
sister’s usefulness was due above all to 
her devotion to the Person of the Lord,” 
wrote Miss E. M. Habershon in the con- 
cluding chapter. “She was made a 
blessing to others as she herself was 
blessed. It was the power of the Per- 
son in her own life, the knowledge of 
what the Lord Himself was to her; what 
He had done for her in His finished 
work on Calvary’s Cross; what He was 
doing for her in His present work of 
intercession; and what He would do for 
her in His coming glory, that enabled 
her to be a soul-winner and a helper 
of God’s children. 

“The hope of the Lord’s personal 
coming for His people had been made 
real to her for many years, and it was 
her great delight to speak of it, and 
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write about it, that other hearts might 
be stirred up to look for the Saviour, 
and to study the Prophetic Word. The 
study of Prophecy had a great charm 
for her, and she was constantly seeking 
to understand, with the Holy Spirit's 
guidance, more of the Lord’s purposes 
and plans; and when anything fresh 
was revealed to her, it was a great joy 
to talk it over with some of the Lord’s 
servants, and to pass it on.” 





This editorial is based on, “Ada R. Habe™ 
shon: A Gatherer of Fresh Spoil."" An auto- 
biography and memoir, compiled by her sis- 
ter. (Morgan & Scott, Ltd., London, 1918; 
out of print.) 

ve 


Abraham's Visitors 
(Continued from page 724) 


asterisk, above the word, calling at- 
tention to a word in the margin: and 
the wofd in the margin is “Qodesh,” 
meaning, “The Holy One.” They knew 
that the visitor to Abraham was none 
other than the Lord, Jehovah, The 
Holy One. All those names are ap- 
plicable to the visitor. And further- 
more, the first verse of Genesis 18 
reads, “And the Lord appeared unto 
him . , . as he sat in the tent door” 
(A.S.V.). Here the Hebrew is “Jeho- 
vah,” and is so printed. The reading 
of the R.S.V. at verse 3 has com- 
pletely destroyed the real picture of 
a divine visit to Abraham. It was, as 
you stated, a Theophany—an appear- 
ance of God. 

The other two “men” were angels, 
as chapter 19:1 shows, “And the two 
angels came to Sodom” (A.S.V.). The 
article attached, in the Hebrew, to 
the word “angels,” further helps to ex- 
plain the matter. So it was Jehovah 
and two angels who visited Abraham 
in the story of Genesis 18. 


Knowing the Will of God 
(Continued from page 728) 


be chastisement. God will not permit 
His children to go on in sin. 

Yes, the Christian has died to the 
Law (Rom. 7:4). He has been dis- 
charged from the Law (v. 6). He has 
passed out of death into life; from con- 
demnation into freedom. He has been 
set free from the Law. He has been 
Set free from sin. He is to stand fast 
in the freedom wherewith Christ hath 
set him free. 

The meaning of all this is very plain 
to every humble child of God, whether 
he be a trained theologian or not. The 
Law has no terror for him. The pen- 
alty for his sin has been paid once for 
all, and the Law can never rise up to 
condemn him. He is free forever from 
the necessity of attaining life, or attain- 
ing holiness, through the Law. By the 
works of the Law shall no flesh be jus- 
tified. Just as truly through the works 
of the Law shall no flesh be sanctified. 

Does this discharge mean that he has 
nothing to do with the Law? Here 
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4 Can you 
use an 
extra 
$50 
each 
week? 


Or even $25? Are you tired of not 
being able to make ends meet? Or 
are there some items you have been 
longing for that just won’t fit into 
your budget? Are you seeking 
financial independence? 

If you are looking for a pleasant 
part-time job representing a service 
that has no competition—then you 
will want to rush to us the coupon 
below! 

You will represent a company 
that has been.in business 35 years 
and is well-known and respected. 

This opportunity offers you un- 
limited Christian service as well as 
real financial independence. In a 
twelve year period Mrs. Hazel 
Garberson, an ordained minister of 
the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church earned $3,985 to $5,400 per 

ear for part-time work. Rev. John 

ates, working part-time while 
building a flourishing church and 
during 53 working days this year, 
earned $2,325.10. Irma Mayer, while 
attending college and working part- 
time, earned $584.20 in\one month. 

You, too, can represent us on a 
part-time basis either after your 
regular working hours; or, as’ a 
housewife you can work our pro- 
gram into your own schedule of time. 

Don’t miss this opportunity for 
added happiness. Send in the 
coupon below today. 





Are you seeking 
a job where 
you can earn 
$10,000 a year? 


Are you dissatisfied with your 
present occupation? Would you like 
a job where you can combine Chris- 
tian service with rewarding financial 
gain? Are you interested in financial 
independence where your earnings 
are limited only by your own ambi- 
tion, ability and vision? 

Then you will want to contact us 
immediately. Our Service is highly 
recommended by Christian leaders 
in every Protestant denomination 
—men and women whom you know 
and respect. 

Our program has no competition. 
There are no deliveries to make, 


‘Every home is a prospect. However, 


you do no “‘cold canvassing’ but 
work on a proven selected’ lead 
system. 

J. C. Robison earned $1,520.75 
in one month working full time 
while Dr. Herbert Blashfield, a 
retired pastor, earned $12,131.40 
in one year. 

You will want to join the ranks 
of these and others who have found 
financial independence and Chris- 
tian service representing our well- 
established organization. Rush the 
coupon below to us today. You’ll 
be glad you did! 


Mr. W. A. PoTrenceER, President 
1018 S. Wabash Avenue, Dept. 45. 
Chicago 5, Illinois 








Mr. W. A. Porrencer, President 


1018 S. Wabash Avenue, Dept. 45 Chicago 5, Illinois 
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is a man cOndemned to death who has 
been pardoned by the Governor. He is 
a free man. The law had a terrible hold 
upon him. He was facing the electric 
chair. Now he is free from the law. 
Does this mean that he is free to go out 
and commit murder? 

So, when the Christian is saved, to 
what is he saved? He is saved from 
sin. What is sin? Sin is disobedience 
to God. It is the breaking of God’s 
Law. When he is discharged from the 
Law, does that mean that he has noth- 
ing to do with keeping the Law? Or 
does ‘salvation mean that, now: he is in 
Christ, he is to walk as Jesus walked? 
This is only another way: of saying that 
he is to walk in the will of God, The 
Law of God is now written on his heart. 
Does he need to regard the Law less 
than the sinner regarded it? On the 
contrary, the nearer a believer is to 
God and the more fully he is controlled 
by the Holy Spirit, the more he loves 
the will of God, the more he seeks to 
keep His commandments. This is what 
our Lord said when He gave the test 
as to the one who loved Him. “He that 
hath my commandments and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me” (John 
14:21). Through John, in the Spirit, He 
tells us: “Hereby we know that we 
know him, if we keep his command- 
ments. He that saith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him; but 
whoso keepeth his word, in him verily 
hath the love of God been perfected. 
Hereby we know that we are in him: 
he that saith he abideth in him ought 
himself also to walk even as he walked” 
(1 John 2:3-6). But what is meant by 
“commandments”? Is not this just the 
Law of God? Yes, it is indeed the com- 
mandments of God for Christians, but 
not the Law for an Old Testament Jew. 
We need to be clear on these problems 
concerning the relation of the Jew un- 
der the Mosaic Law and the believer to- 
day, who is in Christ and who has noth- 
ing to do with the Mosaic Law as such. 
God’s Law for the Christian becomes 
the glorious Law of liberty. He serves 
in newness of the Spirit. He serves? 
What is that? He walks even as Jesus 
walked. And how does he do that? By 
keeping the commandments of God. 

F. B. Meyer tells of an early morning 
visit to one of the dearest saints in his 
congregation. The man started very 
early to work. Thé pastor climbed the 
stairs to the little room where he saw 


the old man poring over the Book by 


the light of a taper. “And what are 
you doing?” asked the pastor. 

“Oh, I am trying to see whether I 
love the Lord.” The pastor Was aston- 
ished at this. “What do you mean, 


trying to find whether you love the 
Lord? 
Lord.” 

The old man replied, “I have just 
been reading here that ‘he that loveth 


You. know that you love the 


. 
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me keepeth my commandments.’ So I 
am hunting through the Book and 
studying into some of the command- 
ments to see whether I am keeping 
them.” 

This dear old saint, by the Spirit, had 
learned what the psalmist learned, when 
he cried, “Oh how love I thy law! it 
is my meditation all the day.” 

(To be continued) 
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With the New Books 


Church Music for the Glory of God. 
By Gunnar Urang. (Christian Service 
Foundation, Moline, Ill, $3.) Written 
as a series of articles for the Christlife 
Magazine, this book is primarily an in- 
troduction to the why and how of 
church music, In nontechnical language 
the author views the aims of church 
music and their practical applications 
in the primary activities of the church 
—worship, education, fellowship, and 
evangelism. Today in our small-to- 
medium-sized evangelical churches, to 
whom this book is particularly ad- 
dressed, people with a flair for music 
but with little or no training in this 
special field have found themselves re- 
sponsible for the total musical program 
of their church. This book will prove 
itself valuable in helping to develop a 
true spiritual approach to the problem 
of integrating the music with the ather 
aspects of the church ministry. Being 
an educator (Dean of the College, associ- 
ate professor of English, and instructor of 
music at Trinity Seminary in Chicago), 
a pastor, and a church musician, Mr. 
Urang brings these three backgrounds 
together in a superb blending of the 
subject. Other books have been written 
from the pastor’s viewpoint, from the 
scholar’s viewpoint, or from the musi- 
cian’s viewpoint, but few indeed have 
had the benefit of Mr. Urang’s three- 
fold training. Certainly the music in 
our churches would be improved if this 
book were required reading for all 
members of music committees together 
with the church musicians themselves. 


Hynin Tune Names, Their Sources 
and Significance. By Robert Guy Mc- 
Cutchan. (Abingdon Press, Nashville 
2, Tenn., $3.75.) As its name implies, 
this book concerns itself strictly with 
tunes of hymns and not with the hymns 
themselves. There have been many 
excellent books published about hymn 
texts and their stories, but material 
about hymn tunes has been practically 
nonexistent, A rudimentary knowledge 
of music is necessary for the reader 
as authentic background information on 
some 2,000 tunes is presented in semi- 
technical style. Dr. McCutchan, an out- 
standing authority on sacred music, 
demonstrates his careful scholarship 
and vast knowledge in providing excel- 
lent reference indexes and cross in- 
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dexes, including name, meter marking, 
first phrase, source, date, significance, 
and other names by which the tune is 
known. While the book’s chief value 
will be as a reference work for those 
specifically engaged in directing church 
music programs, there is much fasc- 
inating material to be gleaned by lay 
persons who are intrigued with the ro- 
mantic study of hymn tunes. 


The Christian and the Movies. By 
Stephen W. Paine. (Wm, B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) 
Before Dr. Paine, president of Hough- 
ton College, discusses thoroughly the 
question whether Christians should at- 
tend movies, he paints a dark picture 
of modern American life which has 
produced the moving picture industry. 
He has done much research, even dip- 
ping into the infamous Kinsey reports, 
and quotes numerous secular and some 
religious writers to show that large sec- 
tions of our society are morally rotten. 
As one reads on through the ten chap- 
ters in this 80-page book, he realizes 
the wisdom of Dr. Paine’s method of 
analysis and attack, for he proves that 
the industry as a whole wants only to 
make money and does this by playing 
up to men’s evil passions, 

The reader will find some shocking 
disclosures in this book, but sin is al- 
ways called sin and treated antisepti- 
cally, as a surgeon deals with an in- 
fected part. Dr. Paine shows how 
utterly futile are the industry’s hypo- 
critical professions of doing some good, 
exposes the fallacy of “movies as art,” 
and the shameful impotence of censor- 
ship and the Motion Picture Code. To 
the question, “Can the Movie Industry’s 
Face Be Washed?” (chapter 8), he says 
“No,” giving cogent reasons; and argues 
that even the Catholic “Legion of De- 
cency” can’t do much. “The movies, 
in the final analysis,” he says, “are what 
they are because of the moral ideals 
of a vast segment of the American peo- 
ple. The writer sees no promise of 
better days and cleaner films through 
the influence of minority pressure 
groups.” He shows how the movies 
have stimulated juvenile crime, sexual 
delinquency, alcoholism, and other evils. 

Dr. Paine’s last two chapters—“Some 
Rejoinders Considered” and “The 
Christian’s Responsibility”—are particu- 
larly valuable. In the first he answers 
a dozen arguments used even by Chris- 
tians in favor of the movies; and in the 
second he gives good reasons why 
Christians should not attend them. It 
should be said that throughout this 
book he is not arguing against such 


, documentary films as missions are 


producing today, but rather “the movies 
made by the regular syndicated pro- 
ducers of entertainment films shown in 
the motion picture theaters across the 
nation.” This is the most reasonable, 
thorough, and convincing treatment of 
the subject that this reviewer has seen. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, October 6 
“In Remembrance of Me” 

(1 Cor. 11:23-26; Luke 22:14-20) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

ECAUSE this Sunday is widely ob- 

served among Christian denomina- 
tions as World-Wide Communion Sun- 
day, the topic for this week’s young 
people’s meeting is designed to direct 
our attention to what the Lord’s Sup- 
per should mean to us. We should see 
clearly that it is not the observance of 
the Communion service that makes 
Christians one. It is faith in Christ as 
our Saviour that alone unites believers. 
The observance of the Lord’s Supper 
has been enjoined upon all ‘believers 
by the Lord Jesus Himself, and we do 
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well to observe it in faithful obedience 
to His command. Observance of one 
day in the year as World-Wide Com- 
munion Sunday is profitable insofar as 
it focuses the thoughts of believers 
everywhere upon Christ, but it has no 
virtue in itself above that of any Com- 
munion Sunday. 
we 

Two Scripture portions have been 
chosen for our consideration of this 
topic. One is part of the instruction 
that Paul received from the Lord Jesus 
concerning the observance of the Lord’s 
Supper. The other is from Luke’s ac- 
count of what occurred on the night 
before the Lord’s crucifixion when the 
Lord Jesus instituted this rite. From 
these two accounts several important 
facts should be noticed: 

1. The Lord’s Supper was instituted 
by the Lord Jesus Himself (1 Cor. 11: 
23; Luke 22:17, 19). It was not an after- 
thought of the apostles, but it was a 
forethought of the Lord Jesus, who 
knew the need of human hearts to be 
reminded of His love and death for us. 


2. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial 
of the Lord Jesus (v. 25) in His death, 
symbolized by the wine for His shed 
blood, and the bread for His broken 
body. There is no mysterious virtue 
or magic in the elements themselves. 
They enter into the bodily processes 
when partaken of, just as do other types 
of food or drink. All the blessing re- 
ceived in partaking of the Lord’s Sup- 
per comes from the Lord Himself, as 
we meditate upon what He has done for 
us and as we appropriate by faith His 
provision for us. 

ve 

3. It is possible to observe the Lord’s 
Supper unworthily (1 Cor. 11:27, 29). 
The Corinthian Christians to whom Paul 
wrote this Epistle had fallen into the 
bad custom of making the Lord’s Sup- 
per a feast at which some believers ate 
gluttonously and even drank to ex- 
cess, whereas others who were poor 
and could not provide a feast some- 
times had not enough to eat. These 
Corinthians, Paul says, failed to dis- 
cern or see that, as believers, they were 
all members of the body of Christ and 
therefore all one in Him (v, 29). While 
today we are not tempted in this way 
in our observance of the Lord’s Supper, 
nevertheless it is still: possible for us 
to come to the Lord’s Table with hatred 
or ill will or selfishness in our hearts 
toward other Christians, and thus fail 
to recognize that all believers are one 
in Christ. The “damnation” that Paul 
speaks of here (v.~29) is judgment or 
chastening, not final condemnation. The 
question of-eternal life has been settled 
once for all by Christ’s death on the 
cross and the believer can never be in 
jeopardy in that respect. 
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4. The safeguard against partaking of 
the Lord’s Supper unworthily is sober 
and careful examination of our hearts 
and motives (v. 28). Even in this we 
are not sufficient apart from the illumi- 
nating power of the Holy Spirit. But 
when we honestly and sincerely ask 
God to show us if there is anything in 
our hearts and lives that is displeasing 
to Him (Psa. 139:23, 24), and, when He 
shows us, confess our failure or sin 
and ask His forgiveness, He will] for- 
give and cleanse (1 John 1:9). 


$8 


5. The Lord’s Supper is a testimony 
to unbelievers of our faith in Christ’s 
death for our sins (v. 26). It is a form 
of witness and testimony which we must 
not neglect. 

se 

6. The Lord’s Supper looks forward 
as well as backward—back to Christ's 
death on the cross for our salvation, 
and forward to His coming again for us 
(v. 26), when we shall see Him and be 
made like Him (Phil, 3:20, 21). 

PHILADELPHIA, 

ve 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday Schoo! Lesson Committee. 


September 30 to October 6 


Mon., Sept 30.—Acts 9:1-9. 
A Vision of Christ. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Who art thou, 
Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus 
whom thou persecutest: it is hard for 
thee to kick against the pricks.” The 
Lord appeared to Saul in the way as 
he went toward Damascus intending to 
arrest the disciples of the Lord. It 
took a miracle to convert Saul] and set 
him at his ministry for Christ. His 
testimony before King Agrippa tells a 
little more about this heavenly vision 
and its effect upon him during all of 
twenty years (A.D. 37-57; see Acts 26: 
9-20). Obedience to the truth waits 
upon our seeing, with our inner eyes, 
“Jesus Christ . . . evidently set forth, 
crucified” among us (Gal, 3:1). Have 
you thus seen Christ crucified for you? 
Pray for the editors, writers, and staff 
of The Sunday School Times. 


Tues., Oct. 1—Acts 9:10-17. 
Conversion of Paul. 
PraYEeR Succestjons: “And Ananias 
went his way, and entered into the 
house; and putting his hands on him 
said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, 
that appeared unto thee in the way as 
thou camest, hath sent me, that thou 
mightest receive thy sight, and be filled 
with the Holy Ghost.” The above lan- 





740 (20) * 





a thrilling 
book 
about the 


Bible! 


THE WONDER 
OF THE WORD 
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“How do you know that the Bible is 
true?” A young student put this ques- 
tion to Mrs. Day. In this new book, 
she gives compelling answers. Evi- 
dence is amassed from the Scripture, 
from history, and the inspiring testi- 
mony of J. Edgar Hoover, Dr. Charles 
W. Mayo, Helen Keller, Dale and Roy 
Rogers, and other leading Christians, 
past and present. 2.50 
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guage indicates the genuineness of 
Paul’s conversion. His conversion is a 
pattern (1 Tim, 1:16). Israel’s conver- 
sion as a nation will be sudden and sim- 
ilarly glorious (Isa. 66:8, 9). Only those 
who kno and own Jesus Christ as 
Lord are genuine Christians (Rom. 10: 
9-17). Pray for richer divine blessing 
to rest upon evangelists. 


Wed., Oct: 2.—Acts 9:18-25. 
Championing the Truth. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Straightway he 
preached Christ in the synagogues, that 
he is the Son of God.” Boldness for 
witness came with his conversion and 
filling with the Holy Spirit. Real 
Christians’ are never born dumb. “My 
mouth hast thou opened” will be the 
experience of real converts to Christ. 
The influence of the Spirit is necessary 
to the confession of Christ Jesus as 
Lord. It is a test of being believers. 
None are saved who do not confess 
Jesus as Lord. Pray earnestly for the 
work of Child Evangelism, for the ris- 
ing generation must be early brought 
to the Lord. 


Thurs., Oct. 3.—Gal. 1:11-17. 
Called by God. 
PraYER Succestions: “It pleased God, 
who separated me from my mother’s 
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We earnestly appeal to Christians to pray for us as 
i 


in Israel: 


witness. 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


5. An adequate center for the work of The International Hebrew Christian 
Alliance in which Hebrew Christians can find fellowship and outreach. 


The cost of these projects is very great! Will you pray for us as we promote 
our witness for Christ on four continents and in thirteen countries including 
Please send your gift in support of this urgent ministry. Address 


communications to: 


Israel? 
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Chicago 45, Illinois 








we seek special funds for the following urgent needs 


1. A Pastoral Ministry amongst Hebrew Christians 
that will strengthen their faith and consolidate their 


2. A program of training Hebrew Christians and sup- 
plying them with tools to enable them to earn 
their own living. 

3. The means to provide needy Hebrew Christians 
with proper shelter, food, and clothing. 
4. An Eventide Home for aged Hebrew Christian 
immigrants no longer able to care for themselves, 
many of whom have no homes of their own. 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


91-T Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Ontario 


Canada | 
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womb, and called me by his grace, to 
reveal his Son in me, that I might 
preach him among the heathen.” God’s 
call to souls is always by Christ and 
the Spirit, through the preaching of 
the Gospel of His grace. If you have 
been’ thus called, make it your care to 
“walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with ye are called” (Eph. 4:1). Be no 
disgrace if saved by grace. You have 
been called out of darkness to walk in 
the light as Christ is in the light. Pray 
for new blessing to rest upon Youth for 
Christ International, 


Fri., Oct. 4.—Acts 22:6-18. 
Paul’s Testimony. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The God of our 
fathers hath chosen thee, that thou 
shouldest know his will, and see that 
Just One, and shouldest hear the voice 
of his mouth.” The divine influences 
necessary for a true confession of Christ 
before men were wonderfully evident 
in the testimony of Paul. It was nec- 
essary to, and also a proof of, salva- 
tion. If Christ is confessed before men, 
we shall be confessed by Christ before 
the Father. How marvelous that pres- 
entation! Let us not fail in present- 
ing the Lord Jesus to others. Pray for 
greater ministries for the Gideons, 


Sat., Oct. 5—Acts 18:1-11. 
Paul at Corinth. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Paul .. . came 
to Corinth.” Paul’s visit to Corinth and 
labors there under divine direction 
were of long duration. The needs of 
that church appear in the two Epistles 
written to them. The carnal (of child- 
hood) state of that church was a great 
care and caution to him, The present 
state of the church at large today ap- 
pears more like that of the church at 
Corinth than probably any other that 
can be named. The “flesh” seems more 
in evidence than the Spirit and ‘spirit- 
ual fruit. It does not necessarily imply 
a state of sinning, but it comes close 
to being a stunted spiritual life. Pray 
for Christian editors and their great 
work, 


Sun., Oct. 6—1 Cor. 2:1-16. 
Paul’s Message. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIoNns: “I determined 
not to know any thing among you, 
save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 
This determination of the apostle 
was basic for His own usefulness, 
humility, and spirituality and that of 
all other Christians. We must ever 
keep our eyes on the cross on which 
the Prince of Glory died. By it He 
judged the world, by it He bruised 
the serpent’s head, and by it He 
brings our souls to God. There was 
no other way to save and also safe- 
guard our souls from sin and death 
and hell. Pray for the greater min- 
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